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Thanks to our advisor Dr. and nutrient levels. These changes affect the

relationship between the coral and the zooxanthellae
algae that live in coral tissues causing the coral
structure to turn white. Coral bleaching has affected
51% of all coral reefs globally but it doesn’t stop there.
When corals become bleached it affects the marine
species that live near the reef as well as the humans
that rely on the reefs for food and shoreline
protection. Humans are the reason why corals are
bleaching but they can be the answer to solving this
problem. If humans can reduce runoff, recycle, and
spread the word the coral reefs can be saved.

Preventions Methods
• If you snorkel or dive near a coral reef, ensure not to

touch the reef

• Refrain from anchoring near a reef

• Limit sunscreen use and use a long-sleeved rash
guard or limit sun time during peak hours

• Limit fertilizer use to help prevent excessive runoff

• Find “green” transportation methods. These include
using public transportation, buying an
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