2022 Faculty/Staff Political Activity
Frequently Asked Questions

CSU encourages all faculty and staff to fully and freely exercise their constitutional right to vote, as
well as to express their personal opinions regarding candidates and issues. However, these rights must
be exercised in a way that does not suggest that CSU is endorsing a candidate or cause. The guidance
below answers some basic questions about permissible political and campaign activity. For more
information, contact the Office of General Counsel.

l. Important Note for Classified Employees: Employees in classified service of the State
of Ohio are

Page 1 of 6


http://www.csuohio.edu/general-counsel/general-counsel

Page 2 of 6

10.

11.

12.

Solicitation, either directly or indirectly, of any assessment, contribution or
subscription, either monetary or in-kind, for any political party or political
candidate;

Solicitation of the sale, or actual sale, of political party tickets;

Partisan activities at the election polls, such as solicitation of votes for other
than nonpartisan candidates and nonpartisan issues;

Service as, witness or challenger, for any party or partisan committee;






This event is sponsored by . The use of Cleveland State University facilities for
this event does not constitute an endorsement by Cleveland State University. Cleveland State
University does not endorse any candidate or ballot measure in this or any other election.

Q5. May the student organization | advise invite a political candidate to campus?

Ab5. Yes. The student organization you advise may invite a candidate to campus and invite the
University community, so long as the organization reserves campus facilities in the same way that
student organizations usually do, If an event sponsored by a student organization is open to the general
public, the organization must reserve the campus facilities in the same way that members of the general
public reserves campus facilities, including making any required payment. Because of the student
organization’s affiliation with the University, invitations or other material must include the following
disclaimer:

This event is sponsored by . The use of Cleveland State University facilities for this event
does not constitute an endorsement by Cleveland State University. Cleveland State University does not
endorse any candidate or ballot measure in this or any other election.

Q6. May my office/department conduct a voter registration drive?

A6. Yes. Your office or department may sponsor a non-partisan voter registration drive, so long as
the activities and location are not chosen in order to target voters of a particular party or help a
particular candidate.

Q7. May | or my office/department raffle off prizes such as gift cards or other things
having monetary value in exchange for an individual’s promise to vote or to reward a
person for voting?

A7. No. Thisis illegal under federal law and state law.

Q8. May I endorse a candidate?

A8. Yes, but care must be taken to ensure that your endorsement does not appear to be an
endorsement by CSU. Accordingly, you may
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