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Background and Historical Context  
 
This year is the 125th anniversary of our Law School. Cleveland
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The Name Committee created a Law School Name Website  and agreed early on that 
its charge was to seek wide input, develop findings and options, and make a 
recommendation or alternative recommendations  for consideration about whether 
�³Marshall, �  ́named after Chief Justice John Marshall, should be removed from our Law 
School�¶s name. Since removing any reference to Chief Justice John Marshall�¶s name 
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�³poll �  ́whereby votes would be cast and counted, nor was it meant to be singularly 
dispositive, but rather one consideration in the Board �¶s overall decision-making process. 
Additional  details are provided in Exhibits 3 and 4. 
 
On December 15, 2021, an online Feedback Form was sent to approximately 4,500 Law 
School alumni, students, staff, faculty, and community stakeholders.  There were 1,349 
stakeholder respondents, representing the following stakeholder groups.  

 
�x Law alumni: 58.4% (n = 789)  
�x Law students: 22.5% (n = 303)  
�x Legal community: 6.7% (n = 90)  
�x CSU community: 3.7% (n = 50) 
�x General community: 3.6% (n = 49)  
�x Law faculty (full -

77
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arguments both for and against changing the name of our Law School. The Framing 
Document also suggests some alternative names if the University decides to change the 
name of the Law School, but as noted above, the Name Committee did not recommend 
any specific alternative name. In addition, t he Framing Document offers a set of guiding  
principles 7 to inform  the University �¶s ultimate  decision-making process. Finally, the 
Framing Document makes some recommendations how the Law School and University 
should make this a permanent teachable moment no matter what is ultimately decided 
with re spect to our Law School�¶s name. 
 
The Name Committee also created a comprehensive Law School Name Resource 
Guide  (including Other University and Law School Guiding Principles and 
Processes ).  
 
Public Forums  
 
I also recommend watching the six public forums held by the Name Committee. Three 
virtual public forums were held in the 2021 Spring semester with experts on naming and 
renaming issues and experts on the legacy of Chief Justice Marshall. Below are links to 
the three Spring 2021 Forums: 
 

April 27, 2021  - The Legacy of Chief Justice John Marshall  
April 23, 2021 - Guiding Principles for Naming Institutions  
March 22, 2021 - Facing and Confronting Our History  

 
In the 2021 Fall semester, three Town Halls were held. Two were open to all students, 
staff, and faculty, emeriti faculty and associates, leaders-in-residence, and members of 
the Board of Visitors and Law Alumni Association Board. The November 19, 2021 Town 
Hall was for students only. Below are links to the three Fall 2021 Town Halls: 
 

November 23, 2021 - Law School Name Community Town Hall  
November 19, 2021 - Law School Name Student Town Hall  
November 17, 2021 - Law School Name Community Town Hall  
 

Conclusion  
 
I respectfully recommend that the University review these materials with due regard for 
�W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���D�Q�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�U�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
commitments to teaching, quality research, truth -seeking, and inclusivity. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
����
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EXHIBITS  
 

�x EXHIBIT 1 - Law  School Name Framing Document  

�x EXHIBIT 2 - Recommended Guiding Principles  

�x EXHIBIT 3 – Stakeholder Feedback Quantitative Data  

�x EXHIBIT 4 – Stakeholder Feedback Qualitative Data and 
Methodology  

�x EXHIBIT 5 - October 26, 2020 Letter from Community Stakeholders / 
November 4, 2020 Dean Fisher Response  

�x EXHIBIT 6 - February 18, 2021 UIC John Marshall Law School Report 
of Task Force to Consider Renaming the Law School / May 20, 2021 



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 1 
 

Law School Name Framing 
Document 
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I.  Introduction/Guiding Principles  
 
 
The History of CSU Cleveland -Marshall  
 
We are an historic institution and are very proud of our iconic history. The Cleveland -
Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University 1 is the direct descendant of two 
law schools, the Cleveland Law School founded in 1897, and the John Marshall School of 
Law, founded in 1916. In 1946, the two law schools merged to become Cleveland-
Marshall Law School. In 1969, the law school joined Cleveland State University and was 
renamed the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University. We 
consistently have been the law school for many women and men who have broken 
gender, race, ethnic, economic, and generational barriers to make change and advance 
progress in social justice, civil rights, and public service. 
 
 
The Petition  
 
In the summer of 2020, Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University 
was presented with a petition that C|M|LAW change its name so that it no longer be 
named after Chief Justice John Marshall, the fourth Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The petiti on is at this link: http://renamejohnmarshall.com/   
 
The basis for the petition to change the name of C|M|LAW is a 2018 book, Supreme 
�,�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����6�O�D�Y�H�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���+�L�J�K�H�V�W���&�R�X�U�W�� by Paul Finkelman. In his  book, 
Finkelman acknowledges that there are good reasons why John Marshall is  considered 
our greatest chief justice, noting �³�K�H���L�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�R���R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D�Q��
�L�F�R�Q���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���´ But he documents that �³�L�Q���K�L�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���O�L�I�H����
Marshall bought and sold slaves, gave them to relatives, and actively participated in 
�W�K�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���E�R�Q�G�D�J�H���´ 
 
�,�Q���)�L�Q�N�H�O�P�D�Q�¶�V��article in The Atlantic , he states: 
 

John �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���L�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���M�X�U�L�V�W�����%�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V���Dre 
universally  laudatory  of the �³�*�U�H�D�W Chief �-�X�V�W�L�F�H���´ . . . But the country 
must now reevaluate this  venerated figure  in  American history . . Though 
some will  surely deride these decisions as �³�F�D�Q�F�H�O �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���´ they are part  
of an earnest and deserved reckoning,  the result  of an �H�c�R�U�W to fully  
understand  �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V jurisprudence  and his personal life,  and to 
examine whether  his profound  impact  on American  law  was not as 
honorable  as we have previously  believed . . .. 

 
 

�������7�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���Z�H���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G��
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UIC John Marshall Law School  
 
The same petition that was submitted to CSU Cleveland-Marshall was also submitted at 
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found that virtually every college, university, and law school formed a committee, task 
force, or study group to address the issue. Most conducted a thorough, deliberate 
process, usually ranging in length from one to two academic years, to ensure all relevant 
stakeholders had the opportunity to express their views.  
 
The charge to the Law School N�D�P�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���L�V���³�W�R���V�H�H�N���Z�L�G�H���L�Q�S�X�W�����G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��
and options, and ultimately make a recommendation, or a set of alternative 
recommendations, to the university for consideration about whether �µMarshall, �¶ named 
after Chief Justice John Marshall, should  �E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���´�� 
 
It should be noted that the primary issue before us now is whether to retain or remove 
the name of John Marshall from our Law School. We have, however, included a brief 
section in this document devoted to some possible alternative names simply for context 
and discussion.  ��
 
The Committee includes people opposed to the name change, people in favor of the 
name change, and those who are undecided. Dean Fisher asked all members of the 
Committee to do their best to keep an open mind throughout the process.  Ultimately, 
the question is, based on all we know about Chief Justice Marshall, should we remove 
his name from the Law School or continue to honor his legacy by maintainin g his name 
in the title or our Law S chool. 
 
The Committee developed an excellent Resource Guide which is updated regularly : 
https://guides.law.csuohio.edu/lawschoolnameguide . We also have a Law 
School Name Committee website page: C|M|LAW Law School Name Committee . 
 
The Law School Name Committee met several times in the Fall 2020 semester and 
determined that a series of public forums should be held in 2021. It was also determined 
that a Framing Document would be written in 2021 that addressed the reasons for and 
against a name change. The Committee held some moderated virtual public forums in 
the 2021 Spring semester open to all students, staff, and faculty as well as alumni 
groups, to provide con
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of the Town Halls were well attended with active partic ipation and diverse viewpoints.  
Below are lin ks to the three Fall 2021 Town Halls :  
 

November 23, 2021 - Law School Name Community Town Hall  
 
November 19, 2021 - Law School Name Student Town Hall  
 
November 17, 2021 - Law School Name Community Town Hall  

 
As lawyers we are trained to listen and learn, and to withhold judgment until we have a 
chance to evaluate what we have heard. The process followed by the Law School Name 
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Reckoning With Our History  
 

�x�� In considering a name change, we should conduct a thoughtful and inclusive 
process, informed by deep and careful historical research. 3 

�x�� History comprises both facts and interpretations of those facts. To change the 
name of a school is not to erase history, but rather to expand on a previous 
interpretation of history  in light of new facts or circumstances. A naming is not 
history itself; a naming commemorates an aspect of history, representing a 
moment in the past when a decision defined who would be honored.4   

�x�� Naming decisions should complement and supplement other initiatives to 
achieve equity and inclusivity. Names and symbols matter to our campus and 
community, but the addition, removal, or contextualization of names and images 
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�x�� Many of our historical figures after whom institutions are named led 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���O�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
contradictions. Many of their stories hold multiple truths �² that they did truly 
great things and they did reprehensible things that we should unequivocally 
condemn and never excuse.   

 
�&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���&�R�P�S�O�H�[���/�H�J�D�F�\ 
 

�x�� We should encourage a robust debate about the way Chief Justice Marshall 
should or should not be memorialized. 8 

�x�� When considering the naming or renaming after Chief Justice Marshall, we 
should examine his principal legacy in light of multiple criteria. These should 
include his actions during his lifetime, and, most significantly, his principal 
legacy in the present. His history and legacy should be appropriately chronicled 
and explained. 9 

�x�� �$�O�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��
supported by documentary evidence that demonstrates both the extent and the 
intentionality of his action s. 10 

�x�� �7�K�H���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���R�I���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���I�D�L�O���W�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�H��
historical complexity or holistic contributions of Chief Justice Marshall. 11  

�x�� Regardless of the decision whether to change the name, the law school and the 
university should actively acknowledge Chief Justice John Marshall�¶�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
with slavery and the harmful impact on marginalized communities.  

 
Wide Input  
 

�x�� In considering a name change, we should incorporate wide input. We should 
consider the perspectives of students, staff, faculty, alumni  throughout the world , 
the broader CSU community, and the Greater Cleveland and Northeast Ohio legal 
and general communities. 

�x�� We have a special responsibility to listen to and respect Law School and 
University community members who are particularly affected by and sensitive to 
�&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���� 

 
�����,�G������
�����: �,�/�/�,�$�0���	 ���0 �$�5�<�����)�,�1�$�/���5�(�3�2�5�7���2�)���7�+�(���: �2�5�.�,�1�*���* �5�2�8�3���2�1���3�5�,�1�&�,�3�/�(�6���2�)���1�$�0�,�1�*���$�1�'��
�5�(�1�$�0�,�1�*�����)�H�E�������������������K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Z�P���H�G�X���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�D�P�L�Q�J��
�U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J���B�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���Q�D�P�L�Q�J���U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J���I�L�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���S�G�I������
�������8�1�,�9�(�5�6�,�7�<���2�)���1�2�5�7�+���&�$�5�2�/�,�1�$���$�7���&�+�$�3�(�/���+�,�/�/�����%�2�$�5�'���2�)���7�5�8�6�7�(�(�6�¶���3�2�/�,�&�<���)�2�5���7�+�(��
�&�2�1�6�,�'�(�5�$�7�,�2�1���2�)���7�+�(���5�(�0�2�9�$�/���2�)���1�$�0�(�6���2�1���8�1�,�9�(�5�6�,�7�<���%�8�,�/�'�,�1�*�6���$�1�'���3�8�%�/�,�&���6�3�$�&�(�6�����-�X�O�\����������
���������������K�W�W�S�V�������E�R�W���X�Q�F���H�G�X���Z�S���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���X�S�O�R�D�G�V���V�L�W�H�V���������������������������)�L�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�\���$�G�R�S�W�H�G�����������������������S�G�I����
�������,�G������
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�x�� We also have a responsibility to listen to and respect those graduates for whom 
the name of the Law School has meant access to careers and life-long 
accomplishments. 

 
Our Mission, Vision, and Values  
 

�x�� We should be guided by our proud history, our g�X�L�G�L�Q�J���Y�D�O�X�H�V�����R�X�U���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V��
present mission Learn Law, Live Justice, and the present values and mission of 
Cleveland State University.  

�x�� Decisions about naming and renaming must be made with due regard for the Law 
�6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V �D�Q�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�U�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V��
commitments to teaching , quality  research, truth -seeking, and inclusivity. 12 

�x�� The name of the Law School should foster an inclusive space for all students that 
affirms and respects their identity. Our campus naming practices should indicate 
our goal that all students, faculty, and staff be welcomed and their presence 
valued on our campus especially those groups of people who may feel isolated or 
alienated as a result of their underrepresentation on our campus. 13 
 

https://sc.edu/about/our_history/university_history/presidential_commission/commission_reports/final_report/appendices/appendix-10/index.php
https://sc.edu/about/our_history/university_history/presidential_commission/commission_reports/final_report/appendices/appendix-10/index.php
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�x�� �7�K�R�X�J�K���R�W�K�H�U���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H�V�D�N�H�¶�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���D�U�H���Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���W�R���W�K�H��Law 
School or the greater community, consideration should be given to whether the 
namesake exhibited offensive behavior or viewpoints outside of their career or 
public persona.16 

�x�� Consideration should be given to whether honoring the namesake significantly 
contributes to an environment that excludes some members of the law school 
community from opportunities to learn, thrive, and succeed and contradicts our 
mission of diversity, equity, and inclusion. 17  

�x�� Consideration should be given to whether removal of the name would impede 
viewpoint diversity or fail to acknowledge the historical complexity or holistic 
contributions of the individual to the Law School or the public.18  

�x�� The case for renaming is strengthened where a name undermines the ability of a 
significant  number of students, faculty, or staff of a particular gender, sexual 
orientation, race, religion, national origin or other protected characteristic, to 
engage in or belong to the university community. 19��

�x�� The case for renaming is considerably more compelling where the conduct in 
question became widely known after the initial naming decision, or where the 
university has not previously examined the issue with reasonable rigor, as 
determined by members of the special committee. The case for renaming is less 
compelling, and names more appropriately left to stand, where the university was 
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C. The G reat Chief Justice  
 
�7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���³�-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���'�D�\���´���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������R�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�Q�D�U�\���R�I���K�L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
Chief Justiceship, was observed by exercises held in the hall of the House of 
Representatives, and attended by the President, the members of the Cabinet, the 
Justices of the Supreme and District courts, the Senate and House of Representatives, 
and the members of the Bar of the District of Columbia. Even today, with doubts raised 
about Marshall because of his ownership of slaves, the brand of the great Chief Justice 



12 
 

charged at her, clearly intending violence. In the presence of her family, Barnett 
defended herself with an ax, inflicting mortal wounds on her assailant. She was tried for 
murder, convicted, and sentenced to hang. While imprisoned in a cell with a man, she 
was raped and became pregnant. The governor temporarily stayed the execution, and 
Marshall and others submitted a petition for clemency. The petition emphasized that 
�%�D�U�Q�H�W�W�¶�V���K�R�P�H���Z�D�V���L�Q�Y�D�G�H�G���D�Q�G���K�H�U���O�L�I�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G����justifying self -defense, and that 
�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���O�D�Z���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���E�O�D�F�N�V���I�U�R�P���W�H�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���G�H�S�U�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���M�X�U�R�U�V���R�I���G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��
eyewitness accounts. The governor granted a full pardon. 
 
Shortly after John Adams became President, he sought to reach an agreement with 
France, whose navy had been capturing American merchant ships. Adams dispatched a 
three-�P�D�Q���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����R�Q�H���R�I���Z�K�R�P���Z�D�V���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���S�H�U�V�H�Y�H�U�D�Q�F�H���L�Q��
rejecting French demands for bribes and a loan gained him prestige as a strong 
diplomat. With the French still preying on American shipping, the two countries began a 
naval war. Meanwhile George Washington, in retirement, asked Marshall to run for 
Congress in a hard to win district, which he captured in 1799 with the endorsement of 
his former adversary, Patrick Henry. 
 
In June 1800, after American naval successes against the French, President Adams 
asked Marshall to be Secretary of State and lead a second attempt at a reconciliation 
with France. Marshall accepted and directed negotiations to a successful conclusion. He 
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the previous practice of ermine and scarlet that justices wore in imitation of 
British judges. The Court gained prestige not from pomp, but by the power of 
�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�D�O���U�H�D�V�R�Q�L�Q�J�� 

�x�� �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���U�H�Y�Lew has directly influenced many other nations 
to include the pr inciple in their constitutions.  

�x�� In McCulloch v. Maryland , he affirmed the flexibility of Congressional legislation 
under the Necessary and Proper Clause. At the same time, he defeated the 
attempt by Maryland to have the states be recognized as the superior sovereignty 
in the union. �³�7�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Z�U�R�W�H���L�Q���������������³�L�V��
emphatically and truly, a Government of the people. In form and in substance, it 
emanates from them. Its powers are granted by them, and are to be exercised 
directly on t �K�H�P�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���´ Spencer Roane, following on from the 
position of Thomas Jefferson, would have held that the Constitution was a 
�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�R�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�����:�L�W�K�R�X�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H��
of the Constitution as emanating fr om the people as opposed to state 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���D�W���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�����$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���Y�L�H�Z�V���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
expungement of slavery, might well have had a different outcome. 

�x�� In Gibbons v. Ogden�����K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�¶���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H���W�U�X�O�\��
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���P�R�U�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���´ 

�x�� In Fletcher v. Peck, Dartmouth College v. Woodruff , and Sturges v. 
Crowninshield , he prevented the states from aggrandizing themselves by holding 
that they could not impair contracts to which they were a party.  

�x�� In Cohens v. Virginia �����I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�R�X�U�W�¶�V���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q���0�D�U�W�L�Q���Y�����+�X�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���/�H�V�V�H�H, 
�K�H���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W�¶�V���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���V�W�D�W�H���O�D�Z�V���R�Q���I�H�G�H�U�D�O��
questions. On the other hand, in Barron v. Baltimore , the affirmed the right of 
the states to legislate for the welfare and safety of their own people. 

�x�� While on Circuit, John Marshall presided over the trial of Aaron Burr for treason. 
He narrowly interpreted the consti tutional requirements for a conviction of 
treason, lessening the opportunities for the government to target political 
opponents. Moreover, his insistence that President Jefferson honor a subpoena 
�I�R�U���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���O�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W�¶�V���G
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became the proud claim of hundreds of lawyers for over a century, even after John 
Marshal l merged with Cleveland Law School in 1946. The new law school of opportunity 
had a dynamic history from the time of its founding. For a few years, it allied with Ohio 
Northern University, and then in 1923, it offered an LL.M. degree. It fielded its own 
basketball team, which engaged in intercollegiate play. Students flocked to enroll in 
Marshall for the new opportunities that it offered �² 457 in 1922 and 500 in 1925. 
 
John Marshall Law School became the conduit for women, minorities, and first 
generation college graduates to enter the legal profession, the judiciary, major law firms, 
�D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����0�D�Q�\���R�I���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�L�R�X�V���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���L�Q��
Cleveland-�0��V�@0�V��@0�V�

-
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1)�� According to Finkel �P�D�Q�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���³�D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\�´���E�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���V�R�O�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�O�O���K�L�V��

life. The record does not support Finkelman. Renowned historian Charles 
Hobson has shown that, at best, the assertion is an unjustified exaggeration. The 
last recorded purchase of a slave by Marshall was in the 1790s well before he 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���K�L�V���³�I�D�U�P�´���D�W���&�K�L�F�N�D�K�R�P�L�Q�\�����)�L�Q�N�H�O�P�D�Q�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�Q�J���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����G�R�H�V��
�D�G�P�L�W���W�K�D�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���R�Q�O�\���³�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�´���V�R�O�G���³�V�R�P�H�´���V�O�D�Y�H�V�� 

2)��Finkelman also suggests that Marshall bought and sold slaves as a means of 
income. Finkelman knows that Marshall (and his brother) bought a huge tract of 
land in the 1790s in the upper neck of Virginia, and that it provided him alone 
�Z�L�W�K�����������������D�F�U�H�V���R�I���³�S�U�L�P�H���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���O�D�Q�G���´���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���R�Q�H���E�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�����6�D�O�H�V��
from that land investment gave Marshall more t han sufficient income in addition 
to his rather large salary (for that time) as the Chief Justice, and the royalties he 
received from his multivolume Life of Washington. Also, Marshall did not have a 
large estate as did Washington, Jefferson, and Madison. He had a modest home 
in Richmond, and although he was a generous host, he never put on lavish 
�H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����$�O�O���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���³�I�D�U�P�´���D�W���&�K�L�F�N�D�K�R�P�L�Q�\���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R��
�P�R�G�H�V�W�����/�L�N�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I��
his life came from natural increase, which shows that, like Washington, he kept 
his slaves and did not willy-nilly sell them, nor bought and sold them for profit.   

3)��A responsible historian brings to light facts that differ from his thesis even if  has 
to distinguish them. Finkel man was aware of the Pleasants v. Pleasants case in 
which Marshall persuaded the court to free over 400 slaves. Finkelman never 
mentions that case in his attack on Marshall. 

4)��According to Finkel man, Marshall always took the side of the slaveowner in his 
seven Supreme Court opinions when he easily could have decided otherwise. In a 
number of reported cases (not all), Finkel�P�D�Q�¶�V���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���L�V���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J�O�\���V�X�S�H�U�I�L�F�L�D�O��
and, from a straightforward reading of 
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In America, the era of voluntary emancipation essentially passed by the end of the 
1790s. The cotton gin, slave rebellions, a growing sense that the South possessed a 
separate culture, took hold. Marshall, like many others, such as James Madison, became 
ensconced in the economic
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�x�� Without his affirmation of judicial review, and the institutional prestige of the 
Supreme Court that he brought about, Brown v. Board of Education  almost 
certainly would not have happened. 

 
Marshall has been the name of a law school that thousands of students have proudly 
owned as the source of their advancement, their furtherance of justice, and their status 
as full citizens. In this debate, we have discovered wrongs, and we have discovered ever 
more numerous great accomplishments and gifts of that man. With honest 
acknowledgement that the great are capable of ungreat things, we can go forward with 
honoring Marshall in our law school name.  
 
 

G. Justice  
 
Our country is a great one. We can all take pride in what we as a nation have 
accomplished. We are fortunate to live here. But some of us are more fortunate than 
others, because our greatness cannot be separated from our flaws. Our original sin was 
slavery and that sin, followed by Jim Crow segregation and Ku Klux Klan terror, has 
lasting effects today in racial inequality. Those effects prevent us from achieving the 
equality that we promised ourselves in the Declaration of Independence. Changing the 
name of our law school does not work toward that goal, and in fact is counterproductive 
to it, for two reasons: 
 
First, changing our name will give us the feeling that we have accomplished something 
concrete that works to counter our racial history and therefore our current inequality. 
That feeling will lessen our concentration on the tru ly important tasks that we face: 
voting rights, police reform, bail reform, education reform, M edicare expansion, 
minimum wage, right to organize, affirmative action. Those areas are where our focus 
should be. 
 
Second, focusing on the name change provides rhetorical cover for the forces that resist 
important reform and will always resist it. Rather than claim there is no need to change 
things (because that argument is so obviously weak) they will liken any significant 
reform to the name change so that they can lump all reform into what they will call 
�³�Z�R�N�H�´���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���D�Q�G���³�F�D�Q�F�H�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���´���K�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���E�\���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���F�D�V�W���D�V�S�H�U�V�L�R�Q��
on significant reform and therefore prevent it.  
 
We have been considering a name change because John Marshall, in addition to 
providing the judicial review that allows the judiciary to protect our rights to liberty and 
equality, was also a slave holder. He was part of our original sin. So was George 
Washington, without whom we would not have won our independence. So was Thomas 
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slavery in 1865 rather than having it last, in all likelihood, until well into the 20th 
century. But the names of those individuals should not be scratched out. To the extent 
we remember them and rely on the gifts they left us, we enable ourselves to recognize 
the evil in their acts, in their lives. Erasing their names makes it easier for us to see 
slavery as something that once existed but is no longer a problem. There are many 
people who already think that. We should not encourage them. 
 
��  
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The bottom line is that Marshall was on the wrong side of history, and if this law school 
continues to honor and commemorate the legacy of a slaveholder, we will soon find 
ourselves on the wrong side of history as well.  
 
 

B.  John Marshall was a prolific slaveholder who made a fortune buying 
and selling other human beings and who used his position on the 
Supreme Court to protect his vast wealth by denying freedom to those 
who he enslaved  

 
The fact that Chief Justice John Marshall, the namesake of CSU Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law, was a slaveholder has been mostly overlooked by historians in the past. 
Most historians either we re unaware or purposely and conveniently ignored the fact that 
John Marshall was a prolific slaveholder who enslaved hundreds of human beings 
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until recently. Now, it is fair to say, m ost people associated with the Law School are 
clearly aware that the school is named after Chief Justice John Marshall and that 
Marshall was a slaveholder. 
 
So, what do we know about Chief Justice John Marshall? We know that John Marshall 
�Z�D�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K���D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J�H�V�W���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���F�K�L�H�I���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���L�Q���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���������\�H�D�U�V��
from 1801-1835) and is generally considered the greatest chief justice to serve on the 
High Court. He helped to develop long-standing doctrines of constitutional law that are 
still followed today and is considered the father of judicial review. Marshall authored 
some of the most seminal and well-known cases in the history of the Supreme Court, 
many of which are still cited and relied upon throughout our federal courts today.  
 
But we also now know that Chief Justice John Marshall was a prolific slaveholder who 
�Z�D�V���³�E�X�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V���K�L�V���Z�K�R�O�H���O�L�I�H�´���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���³�V�W�L�O�O���G�R�L�Q�J���L�W���I�U�R�P���K�L�V��
�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���F�K�D�L�U���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W���´24 Ultimately, Marshall enslaved 
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slaves who petitioned for their freedom in the cases in which he authored the opinion of 
�W�K�H���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W�����³�W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V���O�R�V�W���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���R�Q�H���´32 Astonishingly, even in cases in which 
all-white southern juries found in favor of the slave, Marshall overt urned the decisions 
and ruled in favor of the slaveholder.33 
 
Unlike judges today, who generally interpret the law based on previous precedent, 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���U�H�L�J�Q���D�V���W�K�H����th �D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J�H�V�W���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���F�K�L�H�I���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����K�H���³�G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R��
work his way through previous precedent as modern courts do; he gets to make the 
�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�´���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H���Q�H�Z���O�D�Z��34 �$�Q�G���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���³�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���L�Q��
�D���O�R�W���R�I���F�D�V�H�V�´���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���³�D���J�H�Q�L�X�V���D�W���H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���´���K�H���U�H�I�X�V�H�G��
to extend judicial authority on behalf of humanity and those who he and other 
slaveholders like himself kept in bondage.35 Thus, when deciding legal issues concerning 
slavery, Marshall was not constrained by the law or previous court precedent. Instead, 
he simply put his personal and financial interests first and chose to uphold the stench of 
�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���G�H�F�O�D�U�L�Q�J���L�W���³�F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Z���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H���´ 
 
 

C. Present -day commemorations to dead slaveholders and confederate 
soldiers cause emotional  and psychological harm to the B lack 
community and Americans in general .  
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symbols of racism, oppression, and slavery on a daily basis.

37

 These racist 

commemorations inflict cultural and structural harm n >the descendan ts of slaves and 

�K�D�Y�H���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�Q�L�D�E�O�H���W�R�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H���S�V�\�F�K�H���R�I���%�O�D�F�N���P�H�Q�����Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����³�:�K�H�Q���%�O�D�F�N��

childre >are aware that their schools are named after individuals who enacted 

intentional or severe or intentional and severe harms on their communities, it affects 

how they want to participate in schooling as a system [and] how they understand 

themselves �±  [their] positive racial identity, [their] positive self - regard �±  and it affects 

their long - term investment and fidelity>to the democratic process>that p urportedly we 

�D�O�O���K�R�O�G���D�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���D�Q�G���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���´���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���'�U�����:�R�R�G�V�R�Q��

38
 

 

�)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����Z�K�H�Q���8�&���%�H�U�N�O�H�\���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H���-�R�K�Q���%�R�D�O�W�¶�V��

name from the largest building on campus>because of his strongly held racist 

vi ewpoints,>the school made sure to point out and address the present - day harm racist 

�V�\�P�E�R�O�V���K�D�Y�H���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���F�R�O�R�U�����³�,�W�¶�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���U�D�F�L�V�W���V�\�P�E�R�O�V����

�O�L�N�H���-�R�K�Q���%�R�D�O�W�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���R�Q���D���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�V�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�V���D�F�W���W�R���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H���K�L�V tory 

�R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\���L�Q���R�X�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�´���D�Q�G���³�W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���O�H�D�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W��

this>history>then feel excluded, like there is an endorsement of that racism by the 

�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���L�W�V�H�O�I���´
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Thus,>it is crucial that we address and prioritize the pres ent - day harm these 

commemorations continue to have on people of color over our apparent need in society 

to honor and commemorate controversial and dead figures of the past. Indeed, many 

Black people understand and share the sentiments expressed by Dr. Wood son during 

�W�K�H���I�R�U�X�P�����Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���M�X�V�W���K�R�Z���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���L�W���L�V���D�V���D���%�O�D�F�N���S�H�U�V�R�Q���³�W�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���D��

country>where the possible sentiments or good deeds of white men who have been dead 

for centuries override the hopes of the Black [and minority] students [try ing] to increase 

�W�K�H�L�U���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�D�I�H�W�\�����������R�Q���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�X�V���W�K�H�\���S�D�\���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G���´
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However, the harmful effects of slaveholder and confederate commemorations are not 

isolated to people of color. As Professor Jacqueline Jones

41
 made certain to point out 

during one of the forums, as a white woman, she too was astounded to see statutes of 

Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Albert Sidney>Johnston when she first stepped foot 

on campus at the University of Texas. She exclaimed:  

 

 
���&�_�0�_�/�$�:���)�R�U�X�P���R�Q���)�D�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�L�Q�J���2�X�U���+�L�V�W�R�U�\�����0�D�U�F�K�������������������������5�H�P�D�U�N�V���E�\���(�[�S�H�U�W��

�3�D�Q�H�O�L�V�W���'�U�����$�V�K�O�H�\���:�R�R�G�V�R�Q�������K�W�W�S�V�������J�X�L�G�H�V���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���F���S�K�S�"�J� ���������������	�S� ������������������
���,�G����
���K�W�W�S�V�������Q�H�Z�V���E�H�U�N�H�O�H�\���H�G�X�������������������������E�R�D�O�W���K�D�O�O���G�H�Q�D�P�H�G����
���&�_�0�_�/�$�:���)�R�U�X�P���R�Q���)�D�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�L�Q�J���2�X�U���+�L�V�W�R�U�\
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I w as offended; I was shocked as an American citizen that people who had 
committed treason and taken up arms against the United States were given this 
place of honor on the campus.... I knew who Jefferson Davis was and what he 
had done, but I had a visceral r eaction. I was just so appalled by the sight of 
him. It was an offense. I was offended deeply as a citizen.42 

 
Thus, confronting and addressing the harm slavery and symbols of slavery and 
oppression have had and continue to have on the Black community is not only necessary 
to the well-being of Black folks, but to all Americans. 
 
 

D.  Confronting the complex history of John Marshall and addressing the 
pain and sorrow his legacy has on people of color does not amount to 
�³�F�D�Q�F�H�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���R�U���W�K�H���H�U�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�\. 

 
Those who advocate for the removal of confederate statutes and the names of 
slaveholders from public buildings and spaces are routinely accused of trying to erase 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����6�X�F�K���D���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����P�L�V�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�H�V���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���X�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
natu�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V�¶���G�H�P�D�Q�G���I�R�U���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V��
namesake.  
 
�:�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���³�H�U�D�V�H�´���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���K�L�V�W�Rry or from the 
history of this Law School. Nor have we been asked to alter or eliminate the significant 
and profound role John Marshall played in the development of judicial review or our 
�O�H�J�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����)�U�D�Q�N�O�\�����D�Q�\���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���V�R�P�H�K�R�Z���³�H�U�D�V�H�´���-�R�K�Q��
Marshall from our history books or from the history of this college, not only smac ks of 
arrogance, but drastically overstates the power and influence we have over historical 
figures. John Marshall will always have his distinct place in history as the founding 
father of our legal system and will always be a significant figure in the legacy of this Law 
School.  
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would say to the contrary.
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When UIC announced its decision to change the name of its law school, it explained 
�³�W�K�D�W���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���O�H�J�D�F�\���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���8���6����
Supreme Court justices, the newly discovered research regarding his role as a slave 
trader, slave owner of hundreds of slaves, pro-slavery jurisprudence, and racist views 
�U�H�Q�G�H�U���K�L�P���D���K�L�J�K�O�\���L�Q�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���Q�D�P�H�V�D�N�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O���´45 As part of its 
process, UIC identified and adopted the following three principles to guide its decision:  
 

1.�� �7�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�L�J�Q���Z�L�W�K���8�,�&���'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� 

2.�� �7�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���D�Q��
increasingly diverse public to resist the vestiges of slavery and confront white 
supremacy. 

3.�� �7�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H�V�D�N�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H��
Law School or provide some concrete benefit to the School.46 
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committed by the namesake of our beloved law school and putting an end to the 
undeserved honorarium bestowed upon a man who bought, sold, and enslaved 
hundreds of other human beings and who had no  affiliation at  all with C|M|LAW  or 
CSU. 
 
To further assist in the process of evaluating whether to remove or retain the John 
Marshall name, the Law School hosted a series of forums on the topic featuring some of 
the top experts, scholars, and historians in the country.48 While moderating the forum 
�R�Q���W�K�H���³�*�X�L�G�L�Q�J���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���I�R�U���1�D�P�L�Q�J���D�Q���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´���'�H�D�Q���/�H�H���)�L�V�K�H�U���D�V�N�H�G���H�D�F�K��
�H�[�S�H�U�W���S�D�Q�H�O�L�V�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����³�'�R���Z�H���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�V�H���>�Q�D�P�L�Q�J�@���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
value
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following guidelines 53 adopted by the College of William & Mary when considering the 
naming and renaming of an institution or parts thereof:  
 

1.�� �7�K�H���Q�D�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���P�X�V�W���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�¶�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H��
constituencies. 

2.�� Names associated with the institution should represent the present mission 
and values of the college �����7�R���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R��
�L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����H�T�X�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���I�R�F�X�V���R�X�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
present values �± not the past. 

3.�� Naming or changing names associated with the institution should contribute to 
the increase in diversity of commemorations across the college campus. Naming 
and renaming provides unique opportunities to foster a more welcoming, 
equitable, and inclusive campus environment that embraces diverse individuals 
and perspectives across a broad spectrum of differences (i.e., race, gender, 
religion, etc...).  

4.�� The decision to rename an institution (or portions thereof) associated with a 
historic figure should meet a high standard and should only be done after 
undertaking thorough and comprehensive research and deliberation that takes 
into account the present mission and values of the college .  

5.�� Where appropriate, the name should be relevant to the institution or progra m. 
Strong consideration should be given to whether the person had any ties or 
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1.�� Does the naming commemorate an individual who inflicted harms on a living 
person that would be actionable in a federal court?  If so, remove the name; if 
not, move to the next question. 

2.�� Did that individual institute or order the commission of treason, capital crimes, 
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known affiliation or connection to the current or previous configuration of this Law 
School.  
 
�$�Q�G���L�I���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���I�L�I�W�K���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���D�O�V�R���G�L�F�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V��
name be removed from the Law School. John Marshall took no steps or action 
whatsoever to mitigate the historical harms he caused to enslaved people and their 
descendants. Marshall had every opportunity in the world to redeem himself for his 
active participation in slavery and for his pro -slavery jurisprudence, but he never did. As 
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present mission and values of this institution, nor does it align with the recent a nd 
heightened commitments made by both the Law School and CSU to foster an 
environment that is welcoming and supportive of all people and to work towards a goal 
of antiracism.  
 
 

F.  The present -day mission and values of  CSU Cleveland -Marshall 
College o f Law demonstrate a strong commitment to social justice, 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and antiracism, which are diametrically at 
�R�G�G�V���Z�L�W�K���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���E�O�D�W�D�Q�W�O�\���U�D�F�L�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�R-slavery 
viewpoints . 

 
The mission of C|M|LA W is to Learn Law,  Live Justice. The Law S�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q��
�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V�����³�7�R���E�H���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W-centered public law school, committed to both 
�H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�W�K�R�V���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�R�L�F�H���´60 Some 
of the guiding values of the Law School include: civic engagement and leadership; 
diversity, inclusion, and opportunity; professionalism and integrity; and social justice 
and civil rights �± among others.61  
 
The Law School also markets itself as a leader in social justice movements that is 
committed to diversity and fighting for racial and soc ial equality. As stated on the Law 
S�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H������ 

 
CSU Cleveland-Marshall graduates have a history that is strong in social 
justice, leading at the forefront of major social movements �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
suffrage and civil rights. Committed to diversity, we have admitted women 
since we were founded in 1897, and were one of the first law schools in Ohio to 
admit African Americans. Today, our students learn to recognize injustice 
through hands-on work for reform through our Criminal Justice Center, 
�P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���R�X�U���F�O�L�Q�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V��
commitment to fight for racial and social j ustice.62 

 
Furthermore, in the wake of the murder of George Floyd and the civil rights protests 
that followe d thereafter, both CSU and the Law School issued multiple statements 
reconfirming their values and commitments to diversity, equity and inclusion an d 
promising to strengthen their commitments to address racial equity, social justice, and 
the impact of systemic racism on students, faculty, and staff of color. The Law School 
also created a Racial Justice Task Force,63 a Social Justice and Antiracism Resources 

 
�������K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���P�H�H�W�F�P�O�D�Z���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q����
�������6�H�H���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���V�L�W�H�V���G�H�I�D�X�O�W���I�L�O�H�V���Q�H�Z�V�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���S�O�D�Q�������S�D�J�H���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���S�G�I��
�������6�H�H���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���P�H�H�W�F�P�O�D�Z�����7�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K���D�O�V�R���O�L�Q�N�V���W�R���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D�Q�W�L��
�U�D�F�L�V�P���Z�H�E�S�D�J�H�����6�H�H���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���P�H�H�W�F�P�O�D�Z���Q�R�U�R�R�P�I�R�U�V�L�O�H�Q�F�H������
�������K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�D�Z���F�V�X�R�K�L�R���H�G�X���P�H�H�W�F�P�O�D�Z���Q�R�U�R�R�P�I�R�U�V�L�O�H�Q�F�H���U�D�F�L�D�O�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�W�D�V�N�I�R�U�F�H����



32 
 

Guide,64 �D�Q�G���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D�Q�W�L�U�D�F�L�V�P���Z�H�E�S�D�J�H���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G�����³�1�R���5�R�R�P���I�R�U��
�6�L�O�H�Q�F�H�K�/�L�Y�H���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���´65 
 
Included on the social justice and antiracism webpage are the following messages from 
C|M|LAW Dean Lee Fisher and President of Cleveland State University, Harlan M. 
Sands:  
 

�x�� �³�$���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���X�V�����O�H�W�¶�V���O�R�R�N���L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�I���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V��
and unconscious racial biases by questioning everything, listening more closely, 
and then �± most important �± becoming an active participant in changing our 
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�W�K���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���´66 

�x�� �³�>�0�@�D�Q�\���R�I���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���F�D�P�H���W�R���&�6�8���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G-Marshall not only to learn law but, 
�D�V���R�X�U���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���F�U�L�H�V���R�X�W�����W�R���µ�O�L�Y�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���¶���7�R���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���I�L�[�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W�¶�V���E�U�R�N�H�Q�����7�R��
forcefully call out injustice an d decry inequality.... Those of us who have not lived 
the experience of racism that defines the lives of so many must dedicate ourselves 
to using the privilege of our life experiences to bring about change. We must pledge 
to examine our own conscious and unconscious biases and how we can better stand 
in solidarity and alliance with communities of color and the disenfranchised. Last 
week, we sent messages offering our unequivocal support and affirmation to our 
students of color, and reaffirming our law schoo �O�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���R�X�U���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R��
�µ�/�L�Y�H���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�¶�����������:�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���K�D�V���L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���R�X�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�L�V�W�H�U�V���R�I��
color in our law school community, especially our Black students, faculty members 
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These are the foundations, principles, and values that are at the core of C|M|LAW . It is 
these principles and values upon which we recruit students and hire faculty and staff. 
Yet, the namesake of our Law School failed to live up to these principles and values. In 
fact, the decisions made by Chief Justice John Marshall from the bench and in his 
personal life were diametrically opposed to the principles and values adopted and 
expressed by this Law School. 
 
Are Black faculty, staff, students, alumni, and other people of color of the Law School 
community simply supposed to forget about the above promises and renewed 
commitments made by the Law S
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fellow jurists on the Supreme Court.72 Likewise, even President John Adams had no clue 
Marshall was enslaving hundreds of people back in Virginia when he appointed 
Marshall to the Supreme Court.73 
 
�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���N�H�H�S���K�L�V���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�V���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�O�V�R���P�D�G�H���L�W���H�D�V�L�H�U���I�R�U��
Marshall to publicly advocate that slaves be freed and shipped to Africa for re-
colonization in L iberia, all while privately refusing to free any  of the hundreds of people 
he enslaved throughout his lifetime. So, again, Marshall had no problem encouraging 
other slaveholders to free their slaves and send them to Africa, but he was unwilling to 
do so himself.  
 
Clearly, Marshall knew slavery was immoral and wrong and that the right thing to do 
would have been to free his slaves and to declare from the bench that the inhumane 
practice of slavery was illegal under the laws and the Constitution of the United States. 
However, Marshall lacked the moral character and fortitude to do what was right 
concerning slavery. He was unwilling to sacrifice his own wealth, which was amassed 
through slavery, and he harbored racist viewpoints and beliefs that the Black men, 
women, and children he enslaved were unable to live in harmony with W hite people and 
would violently rise -up and attack their former enslavers if freed and not sent back to 
Africa.
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IV.  Some Alternative Naming Options  

�-�X�G�J�H���5�R�Q�D�O�G���$�G�U�L�Q�H���µ���������-�X�G�J�H���3�D�W�U�L�F�L�D���$�����%�O�D�F�N�P�R�Q���¶�������� 
�7�H�U�U�\���%�L�O�O�X�S�V���µ���������3�����.�H�O�O�\���7�R�P�S�N�L�Q�V���µ���� 

 
 
It should be noted that the primary issue before us now is whether to retain or remove 
the name of John Marshall from our Law School. We have, however, included this  brief 
section devoted to some possible alternative names simply for context and discussion.  ��
 
The imperativ e for changing the name of the Law School and removing all references to 
Chief Justice John Marshall is brought into sharper focus whe n you consider that there 
are other viable and appropriate naming alternatives  available that align with the Law 
S�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���Y�Dlues and mission. Four excellent alternatives are described below, 
each of which provides a unique opportunity to foster a m ore welcoming, equitable, and 
inclusive campus environment that embraces diverse individuals and perspectives 
across a broad spectrum of differences. However, this is not intended to be an exclusive 
list; there are, of course, other possible alternative names that could be considered if the 
Law School is no longer named after Chief Justice John Marshall. 
 
 

A.  �7�K�X�U�J�R�R�G���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�����V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���E�\���-�X�G�J�H���5�R�Q�D�O�G���$�G�U�L�Q�H���µ������ 
 
It is not necessary to change our Law S�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���D�W���D�O�O�����,�Q���D���S�R�V�W���*�H�R�U�J�H���)�O�R�\�G��
America, it is only necessary to change for whom the school is named. Instead of naming 
the Law School for U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall it could be named 
for U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Thurgood Marshall. Among other things, 
Thurgood Marshall was an exemplary appellate advocate. As a civil rights litigator, he 
argued 32 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, more than any other individual in the 
history of the republic. Of those cases he p
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supported expanding civil rights, enacting affirmative action laws, and limiting criminal 
punishment.  
 
Renaming the Law School after Justice Thurgood Marshall benefits our institution in 
several ways: 
 

�x�� It honors a truly deserving giant of U.S. Supreme Court jurisprudence. 

�x�� It honors an  �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Z�K�R�V�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���O�L�I�H���H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G���R�X�U���P�R�W�R�����³Learn Law,  Live 
Justice��� ́

�x�� It allows us to retain our brand without disruption.  

�x�� It sets a tone for examining and resolving issues of racial inequity, at home and 
abroad. 

 
Following his death, in 1993, the U.S. Supreme Court approved a special resolution 
honoring him. In it, Chief Justice William Rehnquist wrote:  
 

The major ity of the Supreme Court Justices are almost always 
remembered for their contributions to constitutional law as a member of 
this Court. Justice Marshall, however, is unique because his contributions 
to constitutional law before becoming a member of the Cou rt were so 
significant.  
 
Inscribed above the front entrance to this Court building are the words, 
�µ�(�T�X�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���8�Q�G�H�U���/�D�Z���¶���6�X�U�H�O�\���Q�R���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���G�L�G���P�R�U�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�V�H��
words a reality than Thurgood Marshall.  
 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���R�X�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�P�H�����V�R�P�H���P�D�\ �V�H�H���W�K�L�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���D�O�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V�����³�W�R�R��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W�´���R�U���D�V���³�D���G�L�V�L�Q�J�H�Q�X�R�X�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�X�V���Z�D�\���R�I���G�L�V�S�R�V�L�Q�J���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W��
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P���´���:�H���V�H�H���L�W���D�V���D���K�D�S�S�\���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�D�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R��
directly addresses the seminal issue that brought the matter before us for resolution in 
the first place: the historic racial inequities promulgated, advanced and/or tolerated by 
the founders of this country.  
 
Thurgood Marshall is quoted as saying:  
 

I wish that racism and prejudice were only dis tant memories. We must 
dissent from the indifference. We must dissent from the apathy. We must 
�G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�H�D�U�����W�K�H���K�D�W�U�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�L�V�W�U�X�V�W�«�:�H���P�X�V�W���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W��
because America can do better, because American has no choice but to do 
better. 
 

Renaming CSU Cleveland-Marshall College of Law after Thurgood Marshall would allow 
us to expeditiously move on to spend our time identifying and addressing concrete and 
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Not to be outdone by his little brother, Louis Stokes also made a name for himself in 
politics. Just one year after Carl was elected Mayor of Cleveland, Louis became the first 
Black U.S. congressman from the State of Ohio in 1968. He represented his 
congressional district for 15 consecutive terms (30 years).  
 
During his tenure in the U.S. House of Representatives, Congressman Stokes was one of 
the founders of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) and served as chairman of the 
CBC for two consecutive terms. He was the first Black representative to chair the House 
Intelligence Committee and to serve on the influential House Appropriations 
Committee, which oversees all federal spending bills. Representative Stokes also chaired 
the House Ethics Committee and the Special Committee assigned to investigate the 
assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Two years after his brother Carl died, Louis Stokes announced his retirement from 
Congress in 1998. After his retirement from publi c service, Congressman Stokes 
returned to his roots as a lawyer and became senior counsel at the Cleveland-based law 
firm of what was then Squire, Sanders & Dempsey (now Squire Patton Boggs). 
 
Throughout his life, Lou is Stokes was committed to the Law School and was an 
inspiration to students, alumni, faculty and staff. A prime ex ample of his commitment to 
the Law School was his establishment of the Louis Stokes Scholarship Fund for minority 
students seeking law degrees. I know first-hand of his commitment because I was one of 
those students. As a Black C|M|LAW student seeking my juris doctorate, I was a past 
recipient of the Louis Stokes Scholarship Award. This is how I first met the Honorable 
Louis Stokes. He was giving back to the students and to the law school that thought him 
�K�R�Z���W�R���³Learn Law,  Live Justice��� ́
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�-�X�U�L�V�S�U�X�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����7�K�D�W���F�R�X�U�V�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���5�H�Y�����'�U�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���/�X�W�K�H�U���.�L�Q�J�¶�V���O�H�W�W�H�U��
from the Birmingham Jail. Judge Blackmon was her law clerk at the time and worked o n 
the draft of the course. 
 
Renaming the Law School after Judge Ann Aldrich would truly be an honor for the 
school, the Cleveland community, the State of Ohio, and the nation.  
 
 

D.  Cleveland State University College of Law (submitted by P. Kelly 
�7�R�P�S�N�L�Q�V���µ������ 

 
Since 1969, CSU Cleveland-Marshall College of Law has been affiliated with and an 
integral part of Cleveland State University. Appropr iately, the formal name of the Law 
School on its website, marketing material and related literature reaffirms this affil iation: 
�³�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G-�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���/�D�Z���R�I���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���´���:�K�L�O�H���P�D�Q�\��
�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�D�E�O�\���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�L�P�S�O�\���D�V���³�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G-
�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���´���R�X�U���������S�O�X�V���\�H�D�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���W�L�H���W�R���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�V���X�Q�G�H�Q�L�D�E�O�H���Dnd 
inextricably linked to our identity as a law scho �R�O�����,�Q�G�H�H�G�����Z�H���D�U�H���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���/�D�Z��
School.  
 
As the debate over whether to remove the reference to Chief Justice John Marshall in 
our name and various renaming options are evaluated, serious consideration should be 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���V�K�R�U�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���W�R���³�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���/�D�Z�´���I�R�U���W�K�H��
following reasons: 
 

�x�� By tying the name of the Law School to an institution (in this case Cleveland State 
University) rather than an individual, we wo uld effectively eliminate the potential 
�I�R�U���D�Q�\���I�X�U�W�K�H�U�����I�X�W�X�U�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���R�F�F�X�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V��
�Q�D�P�H���L�U�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H��
in the local community. With the exception of a dist inguished few, such as Justice 
Thurgood Marshall who powerfully reflects our social justice heritage and ethos 
as well as the strength of our historically diverse student body, any other 
individual naming option will likely risk alienating some segment of our 
stakeholder base at some point in time.  

�x�� While the name Cleveland State University College of Law may at first blush seem 
too generic, in reality it would be a very unique name as no other law school in 
the country would carry this name. On the other h and, even though adopting 
�-�X�V�W�L�F�H���7�K�X�U�J�R�R�G���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���L�V���D���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�I���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���F�K�R�L�F�H�����Z�H��
know there is already at least one other law school bearing the name of Justice 
Thurgood Marshall (i.e. Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Texas . Thurgme.<00030046><004Bw108.555..030052176550056>4u
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would be logistically easier and less controversial assuming appropriate diligence 
was done wit�K���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���G�R�Q�R�U�¶�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���Q�D�P�H�� 

�x�� �7�K�H���H�D�V�H���R�I���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�´���Q�D�P�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���L�V��
compelling as the affiliation with the overall university is already well known thus 
making the marketing and branding effort relatively s traightforward.  

�x�� In view of the ongoing work of exploring various alliances or partnerships with 
the University of Akron School of Law (let alone the prospect of a future merger), 
making the change to Cleveland State University College of Law could work as a 
�³�S�O�D�F�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�´���S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�L�F�K��
might, albeit not near term, present new naming considerations not presently 
foreseeable.  

�x�� By more affirmatively highlighting our ties to Cleveland State University, we may 
be better positioned to secure financial assistance and political support from the 
university in rolling out the marketing communications effort that will be needed 
�W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�\���Q�H�Z���Q�D�P�H���R�U���³�E�U�D�Q�G�´���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���W�K�D�W���P�D�\���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���E�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G������ 

 
 

E.  Conclusion  
 
Any one of the aforementioned names would serve as an excellent and appropriate 
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�P�H�V�D�N�H�����:�K�L�O�H�����L�Q���R�X�U���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H�V�H���Q�D�P�H�V��
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V.  Why We Should Make this a Teachable Moment  

�3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���5�H�J�L�Q�D�O�G���2�K�����-�D�P�H�V���3�����6�D�P�P�R�Q���µ���������3�����.�H�O�O�\���7�R�P�S�N�L�Q�V���µ���� 
 
 
Background and Context  
 
In July 2021, our Law School received a petition requesting that the name of the Law 
�6�F�K�R�R�O���E�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�����,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����D���/�D�Z��
School Name Committee was formed comprised of a diverse group of faculty and 
alumni.  In order to more fully inform all internal and external stakeholders, a series of 
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o�� Hold Periodic Forums or Panel Discussions : We want to 
periodically hold smaller forums or panels to address current or preva iling 
hot topics about these broader issues. 

o�� Foster Student Initiated Dialogues : We want to encourage student 
participation and leadership in this ongoing conversation. We envision a 
student organization or committee helping to develop programs about the 
broad issues of racial equality and social justice. For example, The Black 
Law Student Association and/or the Dean�¶s Leadership Fellows group 
could be considered. 

�x�� Promote Leadership and civic engagement : Our ongoing dialogue seeks to 
promote good leadership on these issues. A good leader learns how to listen and 
synthesize conflicting opinions and views, then take appropriate and effective 
�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����:�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�W�D�O���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���O�D�Z�\�H�U�´ who is not only 
competent in their chosen practice area but is engaged from a civic standpoint in 
their communities promoting civil discourse particularly with respect to matters 
of legal, social, cultural and political controversy.  

�x�� We envision faculty (perhaps from the Law School and College of Urban Affairs) 
and students working collaboratively to encourage civil dialogue and civic 
engagement with respect to the most pressing issues facing this nation, the state 
of Ohio, and the Cleveland metropolitan area. 

 



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 2 
 

Guiding Principles 
  



Guiding  Principles 1 
 
Below are 

https://guides.law.csuohio.edu/c.php?g=1157047&p=8445511
https://guides.law.csuohio.edu/c.php?g=1157047&p=8445511


history itse lf; a naming commemorates an aspect of history, representing a 
moment in the past when a decision defined who would be honored.4   

�x�� Naming decisions should complement and supplement other initiatives to 
achieve equity and inclusivity. Names and symbols matter to our campus and 
community, but the addition, removal, or contextualization of names and images 
are neither the sole nor the primary ways by which the Law School and University 
fulfill its aspirations to become more fully inclusive to people from all 
backgrounds. 5 

�x�� History is the past that affects our present and future realities. A primary reason 
we study history is for a moral purpose: to learn from past behaviors and actions 
�± good and bad �± with the hope of adjusting future behaviors to reflect the 
positive actions and avoid past moral mistakes. History often involves painful 
recollections of our past, but we are shaped and influenced by that history and 
must allow ourselves to learn from it. We must take care in the process of 
discernment related to contested names not to obfuscate our history and thus 
avoid challenging conversations that could result in a healing dialogue in our 
communities. 6 

�x�� Naming articulates the Law School, University, and community values, 
identifying a person whom the Law School and University have chosen to honor 
for their accomplishments, recognizing that few, if any, individuals can meet a 
standard of perfection. 7  

�x�� Many of our historical figures after whom institutions are named led 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���O�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
contradictions. Many of their stories hold multiple truths �² that they did truly 
great things and they did reprehensible things that we should unequivocally 
condemn and never excuse.   

 
�&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���&�R�P�S�O�H�[���/�H�J�D�F�\ 
 

�x�� We should encourage a robust debate about the way Chief Justice Marshall 



include his actions during his lifetime, and, most significantly, his principal 
legacy in the present. His history and legacy should be appropriately chronicled 



�x�� The name of the Law School should foster an inclusive space for all students that 
affirms and  respects their identity. Our campus naming practices should indicate 

https://sc.edu/about/our_history/university_history/presidential_commission/commission_reports/final_report/appendices/appendix-10/index.php
https://sc.edu/about/our_history/university_history/presidential_commission/commission_reports/final_report/appendices/appendix-10/index.php


�x��



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 3 
 

Feedback Form Quantitative 
Data 

  



EXHIBIT 3  
 

Stakeholder Feedback  Quantitative Data  
 
 
The Feedback Form asked participants to respond to the following prompts: 
 

�x��





Stakeholder Group Responses to Keep the Name   
 

 
Figure 2. Responses to keep the name.  
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Stakeholder Responses to Change the Name     
 

 
Figure 3. Responses to change the name.  
 
 
Of the total number of stakeholder participants, 548 indicated the Law School should 
change the name. The break down by stakeholder group was as follows:  

 
�x�� Law alumni : 44.8% (n = 246) 
�x�� Law students : 27.3% (n = 150) 
�x�� Legal community : 8.2% (n = 45) 
�x�� CSU community : 5.8% (n = 32) 
�x�� General community : 5.4% (n = 30) 
�x�� Law faculty  (full -time, adjunct, emeritus) 4.3% (n = 24)  
�x�� Law staff : 3.8% (n = 21)  

  



Stakeholder Responses who were Undecided    
 

 
Figure 4. Undecided responses.  

 
 

Of the total number of stakeholder 



�x Law Students: 303 responses
o Keep the name: 39.6% (n = 120)
o Change the name: 49.5% (n = 150)
o Undecided: 10.8% (n = 33)

�x Legal Community: 90 responses
o Keep the name: 41.1% (n = 37)
o Change the name: 50% (n = 45)
o Undecided: 8.8% (n = 8)

�x CSU Community: 5o responses
o Keep the Name: 32% (n = 16)
o Change the Name: 64% (n = 32)
o Undecided: 4% (n = 2)

�x General Community: 49 responses
o Keep the Name: 30.6% (n = 15)
o Change the Name: 61.2% (n = 30)
o Undecided: 8.1% (n = 4)

�x Law Full -Time, Adjunct, and Emeritus Faculty: 39 responses
o Keep the name: 28.2% (n = 11)
o Change the Name: 61.5% (n = 24)
o Undecided: 10.2% (n = 4)

�x Law Staff: 29 responses
o Keep the name: 10.3% (n = 3)
o Change the name: 72.4% (n = 21)
o Undecided:17.2% (n = 5)
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EXHIBIT 4 

Stakeholder Feedback Qualitative Data and Methodology 

The Feedback Form prompted each participant to offer their comments as why they 
believed we should keep or change the name of our Law School. A committee consisting 
of law alumni, full-time law faculty, law staff, and law students conducted a qualitative 
analysis of the 143 pages of narrative commentary. The methodology is outlined below. 

In reviewing the narrative commentary, several major themes that supported keeping 
the name or changing the name were identified. A list of these major themes and some 
representative quotes are shown below. 

Representative Themes for Keeping the Name 

We Should Evaluate Chief Justice Marshall by the Standards and Values of 
his Time.  

“Justice John Marshall was literally the father of the US Judicial System. We 
are all fallen in the eyes of God and holding every historical figure to current 
standards is a slippery slope.  Under that standard, virtually no one will rise 
above that bar.  Analyzing their accomplishments and, above all, positive 
impact on culture and history is the standard.  Under that standard, Chief 
Justice Marshall was a giant and created and cemented true separation of 
powers and judicial supremacy.” – Law Faculty 

“People need to be judged in their times.  It is completely unfair to judge 
someone from 200 years ago using today’s standards.  We will look back to how 
society behaved today and will grow, learn, and realize that people did some 
pretty stupid things in 2021.  It is unreasonable to argue that we need to judge 
past behavior by today’s standards.” – Law Alumnus 

Changing the Law School Name Is Erasing Chief Justice Marshall’s History 





diversity and in finding ways to bridge the widening social and economic gaps in our 
communities.” – Law Alumnus 
 
 
Representative Themes for Changing the Name 
 



to be honored in this way.  Other than the name he has no connection to our 
school, and historically our school has done little to emphasize the John 
Marshall legacy.  Many of our students of color, and alumni of color, have made 
it very clear that the continued use of this name is a serious affront to their 
dignity, and those views must be taken extremely seriously.  It is time for a 
change.”  -Law Faculty Member 

 
“Marshall has no relationship to Cleveland State, and, to my knowledge, never 
even stepped foot in Ohio his entire life. Additionally, his status as a slaver and 
his legacy as a justice (for instance, his unconstitutional invention of judicial 
review) do not seem to recommend naming an Ohio law school after him.” – 
Law Student 
 

We Must Consider the Unique Impact of the Law School Name on People of 
Color.  

 
“When institutions commemorate and honor dead slaveholders and confederate 
soldiers it causes an undeniable toll on the psyche of Black men, women, and 
children and can result in emotional and psychological harm to Black students, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and other people of color in the local community who 
must encounter these symbols of racism, oppression, and slavery on a daily 
basis. Thus, why would we, as a public institution, knowing all that we now 
know, should not continue to honor and commemorate a man who enslaved 
hundreds of human being.” – Law Student 
 
“This issue is larger than Justice Marshall. This is also about who we are and 
who we endeavor to be in the community. Do we strive not just for some 
amorphous sense of "diversity and inclusion" or do we strive to be an institution 
that is actively anti-racist. I think some members of our community feel a sense 
of harm (and not pride) walking into an institution everyday named after such 
a figure. It seems to me, we should be more concerned about how we attend to 
those harms than the concerns of holding on to a name that may no longer serve 
us… My conversations with various constituents have led me to a few 
conclusions: 1) that the debate is about, in part, that we are not sure who we are 
as an institution and who we strive to be; and 2) that the African American 
students and other students of color feel deeply wounded and unheard.” – Law 
Faculty Member 
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MEMORANDUM 

From: Task Force to Consider Renaming the Law School 

To: Darby Dickerson, Dean, UIC John Marshall Law School 

Re: Summary Findings and Recommendation that the John Marshall Name be 
Removed from UIC Law’s Official Name 

Date: February 18, 2021 

I. Situation��

�8�,�&���/�D�Z�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H���L�V���8�,�&���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�����³�/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�´�������7�K�D�W���Q�D�P�H�����X�Q�W�L�O��
�$�X�J�X�V�W���������������L�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���E�\���D���3�U�H�P�L�V�H�V���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���$�V�V�H�W���7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H��
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���7�U�X�V�W�H�H�V���D�Q�G���7�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�3�U�H�P�L�V�H�V���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���8�,�&���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�D�P�S�X�V���D�V���W�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���F�D�P�S�X�V��
�X�Q�W�L�O���$�X�J�X�V�W������������������

�7�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���W�U�D�F�H�V���W�R���L�W�V���I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���� �L�Q�������������� �D�V���7�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O����
�-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Z�D�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W�����K�H���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V��



����

II. Task Force Objectives:

�7�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���Z�D�V���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���D���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U��
�W�K�H���Q�D�P�H�����³�-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���´���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H�����,�Q���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R����
�W�K�H���7�D�V�N�� �)�R�U�F�H���Z�D�V���D�V�N�H�G�� �W�R���� ���D�����J�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q�S�X�W���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���O�D�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���� �I�D�F�X�O�W�\���� �V�W�D�I�I���� �D�Q�G���D�O�X�P�Q�L��
�U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �/�D�Z�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�� �Q�D�P�H�������E�����F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �&�K�L�H�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�����L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���� �D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���P�D�W�W�H�U�V����
�D�Q�G�� ���F���� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�\�� �W�K�H�� �/�D�Z�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�D�P�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �&�K�L�H�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �-�R�K�Q��
�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���������)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���Z�D�V���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���L�W���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�V���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O��
�Q�D�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H���/ �D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �Q�D�P�H���� �L�W�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H��
�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �/�D�Z�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �/�H�J�D�F�\�� �&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�R�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �W�K�H��
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�U�H�P�L�V�H�V���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���7�U�X�V�W�H�H�V���X�V�H���Z�K�H�Q���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���R�I�����W�K�H��
�-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Q�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H����

III. Findings regarding proposed principles:

�7�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V���W�K�D��D�O��



 

 
 

����

�7�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���I�L�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���X�V�H���D���Q�D�P�H���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�O�L�J�Q��
�Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �U�R�O�H�� �D�V�� �D���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �R�I�� �O�D�Z�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�� �P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
�I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D���V�D�I�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\�� �I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I�� �D�O�O���U�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G��
�G�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\���D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\����

�,�,���� �7�K�H�� �/�D�Z�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�� �2�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �1�D�P�H�� �6�K�R�X�O�G���%�H�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H���1�H�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �D�Q��
�,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �'�L�Y�H�U�V�H���3�X�E�O�L�F���W�R���5�H�V�L�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �9�H�V�W�L�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �6�O�D�Y�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���:�K�L�W�H��
�6�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\����

��
�,�Q���D�G�R�S�W�L�Q�J���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���,�,�����W�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���X�Q�D�O�W�H�U�D�E�O�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O����

�O�L�N�H���R�W�K�H�U���D�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����K�D�V���D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���U�D�F�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H���L�Q���D���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���W�K�D�W��
�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���E�R�W�K���L�Q���V�F�R�S�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�������,�W���K�D�V���D���G�X�W�\���W�R���D�G�G���D���Y�R�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���U�D�F�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���H�Q�V�X�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V���R�I���*�H�R�U�J�H���)�O�R�\�G���D�Q�G���%�U�H�R�Q�Q�D��
�7�D�\�O�R�U�����D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R��
�H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���Y�H�V�W�L�J�H�V���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�D�O���V�H�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R���H�T�X�L�S���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�R�I���D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�V���W�R���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���U�D�F�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H������

��
�7�K�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���8�,�&���D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O��

�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �&�K�L�F�D�J�R�¶�V�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �O�D�Z�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �Z�D�V�� �I�R�U�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�O�R�Q�J�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�������6�X�F�K���D���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���O�H�Q�G�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���W�R���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V��
�W�K�D�W���D�U�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�¶�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���U�D�F�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�������,�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W��
�E�H�� �L�J�Q�R�U�H�G�� �W�K�D�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�R�G�D�\���R�I���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �H�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�F�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�J�X�Q�� �W�R�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V���]�H�U�R��
�W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H�� �I�R�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�D�F�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R���F�D�O�O���I�R�U�� �U�R�E�X�V�W�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H���Z�D�\���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�V����
�F�R�X�U�W�V�����X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V�����K�R�Q�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���Q�D�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H��
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�Y�L�D�� �O�H�W�W�H�U�V�� �R�U�� �Z�H�E�� �O�L�Q�N�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �7�D�V�N�� �)�R�U�F�H�� �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� ���������������� �R�I�� �D�O�X�P�Q�L�� �R�S�S�R�V�H��
�U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O����
��

B. Student perspectives: 
��

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�R�X�J�K�O�\���D���K�D�Q�G�I�X�O���R�I���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J�O�\���I�D�Y�R�U�H�G��
�W�K�H���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Q�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H���R�Q���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���D�O�X�P�Q�L���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�������7�K�H���R�S�H�Q���I�R�U�X�P���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���Q�H�D�U�H�G��
���������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��������

��
�7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Z�D�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���Q�D�P�H���V�K�R�X�O�G��

�E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�Z���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Q�D�P�H�������0�D�Q�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���P�D�G�H���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�H�L�U���X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V��
�W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �D�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �W�K�D�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�O�\�� �K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J��
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�$�O�O���Z�H�E���O�L�Q�N���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���I�U�R�P���V�W�D�I�I���Z�H�U�H�������������L�Q���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���U�H�Q�D�P�L�Q�J�������*�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�K�H��
�7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�W�D�I�I���L�Q���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q���I�R�U�X�P���D�Q�G���Y�L�D���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�E���O�L�Q�N���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V�����7�K�H���7�D�V�N��
�)�R�U�F�H�� �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� ������������������ �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�P�H�� �³�-�R�K�Q��
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���J�����&�K�L�H�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���E�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���L�J�Q�R�U�H�G���K�L�V���³�P�D�V�V�L�Y�H�� �V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�V���´�� �Z�L�W�K��
�V�R�P�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�V���Z�U�R�Q�J�O�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���R�Z�Q�H�G���R�Q�O�\���³�¶�D���P�R�G�H�V�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U��
�R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�V���¶���µ�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D���V�P�D�O�O���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�V���¶���R�U���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\��
�D�V���D�Q���X�U�E�D�Q���V�O�D�Y�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���¶���Z�L�W�K���D�E�R�X�W���D���G�R�]�H�Q���³�K�R�X�V�H���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V�´���L�Q���5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G���´���&�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R��
�W�K�H�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V�����3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���)�L�Q�N�H�O�P�D�Q���I�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W��
�³�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�� �R�Z�Q�H�G�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �V�O�D�Y�H�V���´�� �D�Q�G�� �³�S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� �D�Q�G�� �³�X�Q�O�L�N�H�� �K�L�V�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�W�� �F�R�X�V�L�Q��
�7�K�R�P�D�V���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���G�L�G���Q�R�W���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W���W�K�H�V�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����U�D�W�K�H�U�����K�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��
�K�L�V���O�L�I�H��� �́�
��

���K�����&�K�L�H�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V�� �³�K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\�´�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �%�O�D�F�N�V�� �Z�D�V�Q�¶�W�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�� �M�X�U�L�V�S�U�X�G�H�Q�F�H������
�³�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���� �K�H�� �Y�L�J�R�U�R�X�V�O�\�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �V�O�D�Y�H�V�� �I�R�U��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���D�U�L�V�W�R�F�U�D�F�\�����:�K�H�Q��
�K�H�� �G�L�H�G���� �K�H�� �G�L�G�� �Q�R�W�� �I�U�H�H�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�]�H�Q�� �R�U�� �V�R�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �V�O�D�Y�H�V�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�G�� �O�R�\�D�O�O�\�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �K�L�P��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �K�L�V�� �O�L�I�H���� �P�X�F�K�� �O�H�V�V�� �D�Q�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�R�L�O�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��� �́��D�Q�G���³�Q�H�Y�H�U��
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���P�D�Q�X�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�W�W�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q���/�L�E�H�U�L�D���´��

��
���L�����&�K�L�H�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���³�V�S�H�Q�W�� �D�� �O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �E�X�\�L�Q�J���� �J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�Z�D�\���� �D�Q�G��

�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H�V�´���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���V�O�D�Y�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���N�Q�H�Z���Z�R�X�O�G���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\��
�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�� �V�O�D�Y�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V



������

�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�Q�V���D�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���V�L�P�S�O�\���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���R�I��
�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���R�U���S�O�L�J�K�W���R�I���%�O�D�F�N�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���H�U�D����

VII.
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�7�K�H���$�Q�W�H�O�R�S�H�����������8���6������������������������
��
�'�D�Y�L�G���5�H�\�Q�R�O�G�V�����:�R�U�V�H���W�K�D�Q���
�'�U�H�G���6�F�R�W�W�
�����:�D�O�O���6�W�����-�������$�X�J�����������������������U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q��
�%�U�\�D�Q�W�����' �$�5�.���3�/�$�&�(�6���2�)���7�+�(���(�$�5�7�+����������������
��
�:�L�O�O�L�D�P���:�O�H�N�O�L�Q�V�N�L�����$���&�(�1�7�(�1�1�,�$�/���+�,�6�7�2�5�<���2�)���7�+�(���-�2�+�1���0 �$�5�6�+�$�/�/���/ �$�: ���6�&�+�2�2�/����������������
��
�2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���9�L�F�H���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���I�R�U���'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����'�D�W�D�����8�,�&���8�Q�G�H�U�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���(�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W���E�\��
�5�D�F�H���(�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\�����)�D�O�O�������������K�W�W�S�V�������G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���X�L�F���H�G�X���G�D�W�D����
��
�7�D�U�D���3�D�W�H�O�����'�L�V�W�D�Q�W���9�R�L�F�H�V���7�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���1�R�Z�����7�K�H���,�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���,�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P���1�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V��
�R�I���6�O�D�Y�H���6�K�L�S���&�D�S�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���$�V�\�O�X�P���6�H�H�N�H�U�V�����������0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���-�����/�D�Z���	 ���5�D�F�H�����Q���������������������³�%�\��
�D�I�I�L�U�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V�����D�W���O�D�Z���V�O�D�Y�H�V���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�S�H�U��F��D�Q
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June 16, 2021 Letter from 
Norman S. Minor Bar 

Association / June 21, 2021 
Sonali Wilson Response 
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Direct���������������������������������� �����������(�������W�K���6�W�U�H�H�W�����)�O�R�R�U������
Email�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�#�Q�V�P�E�D���R�U�J���� �&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G�����2�K�L�R��������������

�Z�Z�Z���Q�V�P�E�D���R�U�J��

�-�X�Q�H��������������������

To: The Cleveland State University Board of Trustees and President 
Harlan Sands 

Re: Renaming Cleveland-Marshall College of Law��

�:�H���D�U�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�P�D�Q���6�����0�L�Q�R�U���%�D�U���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�1�6�0�%�$�´������
�W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�H�U���E�D�U���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���O�H�J�D�O���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W��
�2�K�L�R�����W�R���X�U�J�H���\�R�X���W�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H���&�K�L�H�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I��
�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���/�D�Z������

�&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �R�I�� �/�D�Z�� �K�D�V���H�[�L�V�W�H�G�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �L�W�V�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �Q�D�P�H�� �V�L�Q�F�H��
�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�Q���������������D�Q�G���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���V�X�F�K���P�H�U�J�H�U�����V�R�P�H��
�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���/�D�Z��
�V�L�Q�F�H�������������� �,�W���L�V���X�Q�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���D�Q���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �K�L�J�K�H�U���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R��
�D�O�O�R�Z���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�L�I�L�F���I�R�U���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���E�X�L�O�W���K�L�V���J�U�H�D�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���Z�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H��
�R�Q���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�V�O�D�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
�W�R�� �K�\�S�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�� �L�W�V�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R���³�/�L�Y�H�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�´�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �L�W�V�� �Q�D�P�H�V�D�N�H�� �G�L�G��
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W����

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���G�R�X�E�W���W�K�D�W���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���P�D�G�H���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
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From: BOT Secretary <botsecretary@csuohio.edu> 
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 at 1:52 PM 
To: "cieracolon.esq@gmail.com" <cieracolon.esq@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Renaming Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 

Dear Ciera: 

On behalf of the University and its Board of Trustees, I am responding to your and the Norman S. Minor Bar 
Association’s letter regarding the renaming of the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.  As you might expect, we have 
received numerous messages from various stakeholders, community, and Law School family members regarding the 
renaming, some sharing the Norman S. Minor Bar Association’s view and others with varying views, including those not 
favoring a name change.  

The University takes matters of racism and discrimination very seriously and condemns them in all forms and 
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Students Against Marshall
Public Statement & Demand

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

We, the Students Against Marshall, the current students of Cleveland-Marshall College of Law,
demand the CSU Board of Trustees immediately remove Chief Justice John Marshall from all

aspects of the law college prior to Spring 2022 Commencement, May 15th, 2022, ensuring no other
student graduates with the name of a brutal slave owner on their diploma.

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

HISTORICAL CONTEXT. �2�X�U �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q �L�V �Q�D�P�H�G �D�I�W�H�U �D �V�O�D�Y�H �O�R�U�G�� �D �P�D�Q �Z�K�R �D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�H�G �Z�H�D�O�W�K
�E�\ �R�Z�Q�L�Q�J �K�X�P�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J�V�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�L�Q�J �K�L�V �V�D�F�U�H�G �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �W�R �W�K�H �S�H�R�S�O�H �R�I �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V �D�V �D
�6�X�S�U�H�P�H �&�R�X�U�W �-�X�V�W�L�F�H �U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\ �W�R �S�U�R�W�H�F�W �K�L�V �R�Z�Q �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V �L�Q �W�K�H �W�U�D�G�H �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �O�L�Y�H�V�� �,�Q
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q �W�R �K�L�V �F�U�X�H�O�W�\ �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �H�Q�V�O�D�Y�H�G �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �U�H�F�R�U�G �L�V �F�O�H�D�U �R�Q �K�L�V �G�H�H�S �U�D�F�L�V�P �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W
�)�L�U�V�W �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V �X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�¶�V �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �W�K�H �M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O �V�\�V�W�H�P �D�V �V�R�P�H�K�R�Z
�³�R�X�W�Z�H�L�J�K�L�Q�J�´ �K�L�V �O�L�I�H�O�R�Q�J �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W �W�R �X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q �R�I
�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���D�U�H���P�R�U�D�O�O�\���F�R�U�U�X�S�W���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���F�D�X�V�H���K�D�U�P��

FAILED PROCESS: �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V�� �&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G �6�W�D�W�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G �D�O�X�P�Q�L �K�D�Y�H
�N�Q�R�Z�Q �D�E�R�X�W �K�L�V �O�H�J�D�F�\ �I�R�U �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �\�H�W�� �L�W �Z�D�V�Q�¶�W �X�Q�W�L�O �W�K�H �6�X�P�P�H�U �R�I ���������� �D�P�L�G �D �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �U�D�F�L�D�O
�X�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W �D�Q �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H �I�R�U�F�H�G �W�K�L�V �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q �W�R �I�D�F�H �K�L�V �O�H�J�D�F�\�� �7�K�H �&�6�8 �%�R�D�U�G �R�I �7�U�X�V�W�H�H�V
�D�O�R�Q�H �K�D�V �W�K�H �O�H�J�D�O �S�R�Z�H�U �W�R �U�H�P�R�Y�H �W�K�H �Q�D�P�H �E�\ �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �Y�R�W�H�� �,�Q �-�X�O�\ ���������� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W �+�D�U�O�D�Q
�6�D�Q�G�V �W�D�V�N�H�G �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z�¶�V �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S �W�R �L�V�V�X�H �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �U�H�S�R�U�W �W�R �&�6�8�¶�V �%�R�D�U�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
�6�L�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �W�L�P�H �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �K�D�Y�H �Z�D�L�W�H�G �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�O�\�� �L�Q �J�R�R�G �I�D�L�W�K�� �I�R�U �W�K�L�V �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �W�R �X�Q�I�R�O�G�� �Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H
�S�X�E�O�L�F���I�D�F�L�Q�J �P�H�V�V�D�J�L�Q�J �S�X�W �I�R�U�W�K �I�U�R�P �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �R�Q�H �R�I �³�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �H�T�X�L�W�\ �	 �L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�L�W�\���´
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���O�L�Y�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���R�Q���W�K�L�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�X�F�K���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��

RESPONSIBILITY TO ACTION: �$�V �\�H�W�� �Q�R �U�H�S�R�U�W �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �L�V�V�X�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �&�6�8 �%�R�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S �R�I �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z �U�H�I�X�V�H�V �Q�R�Z�� �Q�R�U �K�D�Y�H �W�K�H�\ �H�Y�H�U �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G �W�R �D �W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�D�O�O�\ �H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �P�L�V�O�H�G�� �D�Q�G �Z�D�W�F�K�H�G �D�V �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �U�H�S�R�U�W �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V �I�R�U �R�Y�H�U �D
�\�H�D�U �D�Q�G �D �K�D�O�I�� �I�D�U �E�H�\�R�Q�G �D�Q�\ �U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �$�J�D�L�Q�V�W �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O �D�I�I�L�U�P �W�K�D�W �W�K�L�V �L�V �D�Q
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O �I�D�L�O�X�U�H �D�Q�G �D �P�R�U�D�O �F�U�L�V�L�V �W�K�D�W �Q�H�H�G�V �W�R �E�H �G�H�D�O�W �Z�L�W�K �V�Z�L�I�W�O�\�� �$�V �O�H�J�D�O �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� �I�X�W�X�U�H
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �&�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �W�K�R�V�H �Z�K�R �W�D�N�H �R�X�U �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W �W�R �M�X�V�W�L�F�H �D�Q�G �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U
�V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �Z�H �Z�L�O�O �Q�R�W �E�H �F�R�P�S�O�L�F�L�W �Z�K�L�O�H �\�H�W �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �F�O�D�V�V �R�I �R�X�U �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H �Z�L�W�K �D �E�U�X�W�D�O �V�O�D�Y�H
�W�U�D�G�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�L�S�O�R�P�D��

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�����6���$���0�������I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������������D�V���D�Q���D�G���K�R�F���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���R�I
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���&�_�0�_�/�D�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���\�H�D�U�V���Z�K�R�����D�I�W�H�U

�������P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�R�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�����K�D�G���J�U�R�Z�Q���I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�D�F�N���R�I
�F�O�H�D�U�����T�X�D�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����:�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���&�_�0�_�/�D�Z���D�Q�G���&�6�8���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S
�K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�L�V���P�D�W�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���X�U�J�H�Q�F�\���L�W���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���G�H�D�O�W���L�Q���J�R�R�G���I�D�L�W�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���V�H�H�N���W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H���R�Q���D���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���7�U�X�V�W�H�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 11 
 

Endorsements and 
Community Support (SAM 

webpage) 
  



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a8GIpxF66gJQ2x13sszmDiSQOHDlc8c_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115301331602029308076&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BoTcbbTRd_a5ESgEmxlvaZl_0lELzfbJ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.change.org/p/rename-john-marshall
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_kkNO556x98xCfu2SWe5V5c5VQCioDd/view?usp=sharing




 
 
 

EXHIBIT 12 
 

February 3, 2022 BLSA 
Statement / February 3, 2022 

Dean Fisher Response 
  







1

From:�>ĞĞ�&ŝƐŚĞƌ�фůĞĞ͘ĨŝƐŚĞƌΛĐƐƵŽŚŝŽ͘ĞĚƵх��
Sent:�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϯ͕�ϮϬϮϮ�ϲ͗ϯϰ�WD�
To:�:ŽƌĚĂŶ�ZŽĚƌŝƋƵĞǌ�фũ͘ƌŽĚƌŝƋƵĞǌϮϵΛĐŵůĂǁ͘ĐƐƵŽŚŝŽ͘ĞĚƵх�
Cc:�ĂůůΛůĂǁ͘ĐƐƵŽŚŝŽ͘ĞĚƵ͖�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐΛůĂǁ͘ĐƐƵŽŚŝŽ͘ĞĚƵ�
Subject:��>^��^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ��ŐĂŝŶƐƚ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů�

Dear Jordan, 

My thanks to you and your fellow BLSA officers and members for your attached statement which will 
be included in the final report to the University. 

My best, 
Lee 

Lee Fisher 
Dean, Cleveland-Marshall College of Law |Cleveland State University 
Joseph C. Hostetler-BakerHostetler Chair in Law 



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 13 
 

February 17, 2022 OUTlaw 
Statement 

  



OUTLaw, Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
�.�D�W�K�H�U�\�Q���+�D�F�K�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W

�6�D�Y�D�Q�Q�D�K���*�R�U�G�R�Q�����9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W
�0�H�O�L�V�V�D���2�E�R�G�]�L�Q�V�N�L�����7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U

�(�P�L�O�\���)�R�U�H�V�H�H�����6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

�2�8�7�/�D�Z�� �D�V �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z�¶�V �/�*�%�7�4�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\ �J�U�R�X�S�� �F�K�H�U�L�V�K�H�V �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\ �D�P�R�Q�J �R�X�U
�F�R�U�H �Y�D�O�X�H�V�� �:�H �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H �D�Q�G �D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �L�V�V�X�H�V �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F �W�R �W�K�H �/�*�%�7�4�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �E�H �G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�G �I�U�R�P
�R�W�K�H�U �L�P�P�X�W�D�E�O�H �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V �Z�K�L�F�K �U�H�V�X�O�W �L�Q �G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G �R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�K�L�F�K
�Z�H �P�X�V�W �O�L�Y�H �R�X�U �G�D�L�O�\ �O�L�Y�H�V�� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K �R�X�U �Z�R�U�N�� �Z�H �V�W�U�L�Y�H �W�R �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H �W�K�L�V �E�D�V�H�V�W �I�R�U�P �R�I �H�P�S�D�W�K�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �&�_�0�_�/�D�Z
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �Z�K�R �P�D�\ �Q�R�W �E�H �D�P�R�Q�J �2�8�7�/�D�Z�¶�V �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �E�X�W �Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V �N�Q�R�Z�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�U �O�R�Y�H �P�H�P�E�H�U�V �R�I �R�X�U
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��

�3�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�L�V �Z�R�U�N �I�R�F�X�V�H�V �R�Q �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V �W�R �P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�L�]�H �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �G�R�]�H�Q �I�L�J�X�U�H�V�� �L�Q
�V�S�L�W�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F �S�D�V�W�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�U�H �R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�H�G �L�I �Q�R�W �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\ �H�U�D�V�H�G�� �)�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �I�H�Z �R�I

https://www.paulimurraycenter.com/who-is-pauli
https://www.paulimurraycenter.com/pronouns-pauli-murray
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD-ItELhG88
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16xRDC3tFN1kliSE78_41jN1VGeMfu5kH/view
https://linktr.ee/csusam
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Ju_5nHoq4HMsZ3hoehcpyjG4RPbySmu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Ju_5nHoq4HMsZ3hoehcpyjG4RPbySmu/view
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February 22, 2022 Arab Law 
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February 22, 2022 
Cleveland-Marshall Alumni 

Association Minority 
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Statement  
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EXHIBIT 16 
 

Media coverage of the CSU 
Cleveland-Marshall name 

issue 
 

��
  







ownership of human beings, from all aspects of the law college prior to the Spring 

2022 Commencement, ensuring no other C|M|Law student graduates with the name of a 

brutal slave owner on their diploma." 

Students had been individually petitioning school leadership to make such a change in recent 

years, mobilized by the national reckoning with race in the wake of George Floyd's murder by 

Minneapolis Police in 2020. Many of the arguments were advanced in guest columns in this 

publication. 

 

Fisher formed the naming committee at the behest of CSU President Harlan Sands. With 

representatives from the student body, faculty and alumni, the committee was tasked with 

making a recommendation to the university's board of trusteesͶkeep the name or don'tͶand 

then with proposing an alternate name if necessary. Current students say they've been 

frustrated by the lack of the committee's progress. 

 

"It just wasn't doing anything," second-year law student Emily Forsee told Scene in a telephone 

interview Tuesday. Forsee is one of two "public-facing" members of Students Against Marshall 

and the letter's lead author. "The committee was formed in the aftermath of George Floyd, at a 

time when the CSU website was slapping woke labels on itself, promising to do better. In that 

context, the fact that we're commemorating a slaveholder is absurd, and it's taking way too 

long for them to see that." 

 

Forsee said that the Fisher-led committee has been unwilling to commit to a timetable, and 

that the ad hoc student group Students Against Marshall finally took it upon themselves to 

force the issue with the university's board of trustees. 

 

"It's so simple," Forsee said. "They could call a vote tomorrow and vote to remove the name. 

Period. All they need is a simple majority." 

The letter demands immediate action. It acknowledges that the renaming discussions have 

been lengthy and deliberate, but argues that this shouldn't preclude the board from removing 

Marshall's name before a new name is selected. (The situation is not unlike asking for the 

immediate removal of Chief Wahoo, even before a new name for the Cleveland MLB franchise 

was established.) 

 

The letter asks that the naming committee "commit to severing the renaming issue from the 

removal issue, and commit to submitting a recommendation for removal to the Board of 

Trustees" in time to appear on the agenda for the board's next meeting on January 27. 

 



that it won't happen again." 

 

The letter also follows closely on the heels of an emergency resolution in Cleveland City 

Council, sponsored by Glenville Councilman Kevin Conwell, urging the CSU Naming Committee 

to change the law school's name as well. 

 

In response to emailed questions from Scene, a university spokesperson confirmed that the 

naming committee had no timetable for its decision and had nothing further to add beyond the 

statement below: 

"The College of Law is working through a process evaluating its name. This is a consequential 

decision that requires careful study, and a thoughtful, inclusive process that considers different 

viewpoints from our entire law school and university community. Our process has modeled 

what we teach our law students ʹ to listen and learn, and to withhold judgment until we have 

had a chance to evaluate what we have heard."  

 

Full Text Link ʹ WKYC.com 

Examining efforts to rename Cleveland-Marshall College of Law and select 
CMSD schools named after slave holders 

January 26, 2022 
Cleveland City Council recently passed a resolution urging Cleveland State University to rename 
the law school. 
 
CLEVELAND Ͷ Cleveland City Council on Monday unanimously passed a resolution urging that 
the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University change its name. 

The school is currently named after former U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall. The 
resolution, introduced by Councilman Kevin Conwell, states that historians believe Marshall 
owned hundreds of slaves on his several properties in various states. 

"Though Marshall opposed the slave trade, he nevertheless owned slaves most of his life," the 
resolution added. 

Even before Monday's council resolution was announced, the college has been taking a long, 
hard look at its name. As the nation was swept up in the calls for racial justice amid the death of 
George Floyd in the summer of 2020, a petition calling for the removal of Marshall's name was 
sent to both the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at CSU, as well as at the John Marshall Law 
School at the University of Illinois Chicago. 



"Anyone that was a former slave holder, that's wrong," Conwell told 3News Tuesday. "Anyone 
that has oppressed any individual, our children should not be honoring them by keeping their 
names alive." 

CSU responded by forming a committee of faculty, staff, students, and alumni to begin the 
process of reviewing whether the name 'Marshall' should be removed. In 2021, the college held 
a series of six public forums to consider the matter: Three public virtual forums looked at how 
historians view institutional name changes and how other schools were handling similar cases, 
and three community town halls then allowed students, staff, faculty, and many alumni to 
express their views. 

The committee pieced together a framing document laying out the arguments for and against 
changing the name, plus some alternative naming options. Law school and CSU community 
members are encouraged to fill out a feedback form between now and Jan. 17, and the college 
will then submit its findings to the university, which has the ultimate authority on whether or 
not the law school will change its name.  

Lee Fisher, dean of Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, said in a statement to 3News:  

"We value the input of Cleveland City Council and members of the Cleveland community on this 
consequential decision for our law school. We are reviewing the resolution and carefully 
considering it as part of the inclusive and deliberative process evaluating our name. We look 
forward to updating the community on our progress." 

The Cleveland Metropolitan School District is also considering renaming seven schools that 
currently bear the names of slaveholders and other historical figures who legacies have been 
tarnished by racism. The city council also passed a resolution in 2020, urging CMSD to rename 
schools commemorating figures like Founding Fathers Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry in a 
district where 64% of students are African American. 

Conwell would like to see the schools bear names like Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, the late Ohio 
congresswoman. If that happens, then "that child will be able to see someone who looks like 
her and say, 'I want to become a judge, or a prosecutor, or a congresswoman.'" 

The district identified five elementary schools Ͷ Albert Bushnell Hart, Louis Agassiz, Luis Marin, 
Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry Ͷ which are named after people who had documented 
histories of participating in "systemic racism" and "oppression." Following a review, process, 
these schools could potentially have new names by the 2022-23 school year. 





https://www.crainscleveland.com/legal/activists-grow-frustrated-cleveland-marshall-continues-grapple-name-change




diploma," said Emily Forsee, a second-year Cleveland-



The result is a ruling undermining Native American claims to lands they lived on for so long. 

They were "denied justice," Kassis said. 

This is how he feels about his own family. 

It was at this point Kassis said he began considering whether to pressure his alma mater to 

change its name. 

But time passed. He graduated from law school and returned to Northeast Ohio (he has family 

in Youngstown), where he began to focus on his career and professional life. 

Then came spring 2020 and the extrajudicial murder of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police 

officer. What followed was a countrywide reckoning for racial justice that led to riots in 

downtown Cleveland. 

"I just felt helpless at that time," Kassis said. "I thought, 'How can I contribute to justice in 

America?' And this was it." 

In June 2020, he created the petition titled "Rename John Marshall Institutions." He sent it 

directly to deans at Cleveland-Marshall and his Chicago alma mater. 

"It just felt like the right time to do it," Kassis said. 

Kassis later discovered the 2018 book "Supreme Injustice: Slavery in the Nation's Highest Court" 

by Paul Finkelman. The book dives into John Marshall's history as an owner of people. He 

owned hundreds of slaves throughout his life, traded them and used his position on the 

Supreme Court to keep slavery intact. 

"It wasn't until 2018 that people really knew how bad Marshall's slave ownership was. Thanks 

to Dr. Paul Finkelman. All the lead 'scholars' before him either denied or buried the fact that he 

was a slave master who traded in slaves," the petition notes. "To this day, those same scholars 

fail to recognize the truth. Meanwhile 18 schools (and two law schools) carry on Marshall's 

name." 

'People are frustrated' 

All that is necessary to alter the school's name is a vote by the college's board of trustees. But 
any action is unlikely until an official recommendation has been supplied by the name-change 
committee. 

When asked about a timeline for a resolution to the situation, Cleveland-Marshall provided the 
following statement: "The College of Law is working through a process evaluating its name. This 
is a consequential decision that requires careful study, and a thoughtful, inclusive process that 
considers different viewpoints from our entire law school and university community. Our process 



https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/02/08/efforts-grow-to-urge-csu-to-remove-john-marshall-s-name-from-law-school


͞�ŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ͕�ĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ͕�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ͘�dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŽŶŐ�ďǇ�:ŽŚŶ�DĂǇĞƌ͕�ŚĞ�

ƐĂŝĚ�͚ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͛͘�/͛ŵ�ƚŝƌĞĚ�ŽĨ�ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ͍͟�ƐŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘  

John Marshall was the fourth and longest-serving chief justice in U.S. history. He was 

also a Founding Father and secretary of state. Some consider him the most influential 

Supreme Court justice in history, with contributions such as judicial review. Some 

historians say Marshall believed slavery was evil, opposed the slave trade and 

even ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ĂďŽůŝƚŝŽŶŝƐƚ�ZŽďĞƌƚ�WůĞĂƐĂŶƚƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ŽƵƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�

will and free about 90 slaves. 

But Marshall himself owned a plantation and hundreds of slaves  during his lifetime. He 

also had concerns about large-scale emancipation, worrying that free African-

Americans might rise in revolution. 

As a member of Students Against Marshall, Goggins made her case to remove his name 

from the school to city council.  

͞/�ĨĞĂƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝĨ�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ƵƉ͕�Žƌ�ǁĞ�ĂƐ�^�D�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ƵƉ͕�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐŝƚ�ŝŶ�



rule-of-ůĂǁ͕�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŽůĞƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ��ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ͛Ɛ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕͟�ƐĂŝĚ�dƵƌŶŝŶŐ�WŽŝŶƚ�

h^���ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌ�^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ��ĂǀŝƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͘�͞tĞ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�Ɛŝƚ�ďǇ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽď�ĐĂ ncels 

our forefathers for past sins. Instead, we should understand their legacies in their 

totality and with proper historical context while celebrating their enduring 

ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�ŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͕͟  

But as the school hears from students and alumni, Goggins hopes the name will soon 

come down. 

͞dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚǁŽ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĚŽŶĞ͘��Ƶƚ�ǁĞ�Ɛƚŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�

ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͘�KƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ͕�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ͍͟�ĂƐŬĞĚ�

Goggins. 

 

Full text link ʹ The Exponent  

https://bwexponent.com/news/2022/02/13/baldwin-wallace-students-weigh-in-on-potential-csu-law-school-name/


Lana Mobydeen, a Cleveland-

https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2022/01/should-cleveland-marshall-college-of-law-drop-slaveholder-john-marshalls-name.html




Ted Diadiun, columnist: 



https://coolcleveland.com/2022/01/commentary-retire-marshall-from-csu-college-of-law-by-c-ellen-connally/


life he bought and sold slaves, gave them to relatives and actively participated in the business 

of human bondage. 

By 1830, Marshall had 150 slaves while also giving about 70 slaves to two of his sons between 

1819 and 1830. When he died, he did not free the dozen or so personal slaves that had been 

loyal to him for most of their lives. But most importantly, in the roughly 50 cases that he heard 

as a justice of the Supreme Court involving slavery, he ruled against the slave and in favor of the 

slave owner in every case. 

Marshall did not just limit his prejudice to blacks. In  the 1823 decision of  Johnson 

v. D͛/ŶƚŽƐŚ (21 U.S. (8 Wheat.) 543, 5 L. Ed. 681), Marshall ruled that Native Americans had no 

right to sell land they had lived on because they did not own it Ͷ the government did. He found 

that the American government inherited the land over any rights that Native Americans 

claimed when it declared independence from Great Britain in 1776. 

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law grew out of Cleveland Law School which opened  in 1897, 

ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�KŚŝŽ͛Ɛ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ůĂǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ƚŽ�ĂĚŵŝƚ�ǁŽŵĞŶ͘�:ŽŚŶ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů�>Ăǁ�



There are some alumni who adamantly oppose the change and vow that they will withhold any 

further contributions if the change occurs. Others are in favor and then there are those in the 

middle. One innovative contributor suggested the name stay the same but ŚĂǀĞ�:ŽŚŶ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů͛Ɛ�

name replaced with Thurgood Marshall. 

Debate among alumni and students continues. Cleveland Councilman Kevin Conwell introduced 

a resolution before Cleveland City Council urging the change. Students Against Marshall was 

formed last November and on January 18, they submitted a formal request to the naming 

committee to make the change. 

As a proud alumnus, I find a great deal of merit in the movement for change. Within the last 

two years there have been discussions regarding the merger of Cleveland-Marshall College of 

Law and the University of Akron College of Law. If that were to happen, a name change could 

ĞĂƐŝůǇ�ďĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů͛Ɛ�ŶĂŵĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĚƌŽƉƉĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽǀĞƌƐǇ͘� Since talks of 

the merger seem to have been put on the back burner, that solution does not seem plausible. 

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law has a proud history of graduating distinguished Clevelanders, 

including Carl and Louis Stokes, Mayor Frank G. Jackson, Congresswoman Marcia Fudge and 

Mary Grossman, the first woman in Ohio elected to Municipal Court as well as Lillian W. Burke, 

the first black woman in Ohio to serve as a judge. Numerous members of the municipal, state 

and federal judiciary are graduates, including members of the Ohio Supreme Court. 

These graduates are among a host of minority, female and hardworking individuals of all races, 

colors and creed who would not otherwise have had a chance to go to law school. They 

represent the diverse nature of 21stcentury America where opportunities should be open to all. 

These graduates represent everything that John Marshall was opposed to. 

It is my hope that the law school make the right decision and retire the name of John Marshall. 

Considering his history, Marshall needs to join Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis as footnotes to 

history, rather than central figures. 

C. Ellen Connally is a retired judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court. From 2010 to 2014 she 

served as the President of the Cuyahoga County Council. An avid reader and student of American 

history, she serves on the Board of the Ohio History Connection, is currently vice president of 

the Cuyahoga County Soldiers and Sailors Monument Commission and president of the 

Cleveland Civil War Round Table. She holds degrees from BGSU, CSU and is all but dissertation 

for a PhD from the University of Akron. 

 

Full Text Link - Cleveland Scene  

https://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/archives/2021/06/03/op-ed-john-marshall-was-pro-slavery-extremist-even-by-19th-century-standards-change-csu-law-schools-name


Op-Ed: John Marshall was Pro-Slavery Extremist Even by 19th Century 

https://www.clevescene.com/author/taru-taylor


The Declaration of Independence framed our social contract in terms of equality and the 

inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ͙�͞dŚĂƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ͕�

Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the 

'ŽǀĞƌŶĞĚ͘͟ 

 

Alexander Hamilton in The Federalist Papers argued that The Constitution must be established 

by the voluntary consent of the whole people. 

 

KĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�͞tĞ�ƚŚĞ�WĞŽƉůĞ͟�ǁĂƐ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚŝĞĚ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĞŶ�Ăƚ�ĨŝƌƐƚ͘��Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚ�

has since expanded. As I write in 2021, we have had millions of Black voters and women voters, 

a Black president, and we now have a Black female vice president. 

 

The point is, the social contract is based on the consent of the people. Ultimately, the rule of 

law is defined by the informed consent of the citizenry. 

 

Abraham Lincoln had meant to include Black people in the social contrac



&ŝŶŬĞůŵĂŶ͛Ɛ Supreme Injustice, I can attest to that recurring theme throughout the book, of 

DĂƌƐŚĂůů͛Ɛ�ĂŶƚŝ-

https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2022/02/rename-cleveland-marshall-law-school-for-black-civil-rights-leader-john-malvin-kevin-cronin.html


 
John Malvin, who lived from 1795 to 1880, embodied the goals and ambitions worthy of 
consideration in any renaming discussion. He was a free African American and Ohioan who 
dedicated his life to fighting for equality and educational access. He worked tirelessly to 
improve the conditions and rights of Blacks who, like himself, combated segregation and 
systemic racism in the free states of the North. 

John Malvin was all these things: 

Ardent abolitionist: Ohio history includes documented stories of Malvin interceding to aid 
enslaved individuals escaping from the Cincinnati docks where they were bound for 
enslavement in the deep South. 
 
Outspoken advocate for repeal of KŚŝŽ͛Ɛ Black Laws: While Ohio was a northern state and 
slavery was banned under its 1803 Constitution, life was still harsh for African Americans. 
The Black Laws of 1801 built on earlier restrictions and required Black people to prove that 
they were not slaves and to find at least two people who would guarantee a $500 bond for 
their good behavior. The laws made it illegal for Black Ohioans to vote, testify in court 
against whites, hold public office, serve in the militia, own guns or marry white individuals, 
among many other limitations. Malvin was a leading repeal advocate, sharing the stage with 
Frederick Douglass in 1847 and 1850, and he coordinated the celebration when the laws 
were largely repealed in 1849. 
 
Leader in the fight for the education of Black children: Already able to read when he arrived 
in Ohio in 1827, Malvin learned that life was harsh in the free land of the North. Faced with 
the 1807 Black Laws, which barred education or school funding, the Black community had to 
raise their own funds and solicit public charity to provide education. Around 1832, Malvin 
met with other Cleveland Black men to set up a school for children, paying the teacher $20 
a month from their own funds. Efforts on behalf of Black education were expanded, 
creating a School Fund Society in 1835 to open so-called Negro schools in Cincinnati, 
Columbus, Springfield, and Cleveland. Cleveland City Council did not commit financial 
support for the Negro schools until 1843. 

Worked 



John Malvin embodied everything you could ask for in a reformer, leader and fighter for civil 
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƌŵ�͞Đŝǀŝů�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͟�ǁĂƐ�ĞǀĞƌ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌŝǌĞĚ͘�,ŝƐ�ŶĂŵĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ŚŽŶŽƌ�
to any institution. 

Cleveland attorney Kevin Cronin is a board member for the nonprofit Restore Cleveland 
Hope, which partnered in the creation of the Underground Railroad Interpretive Center at 
the Cozad-Bates House in University Circle.  

 

Full Text Link - �ƌĂŝŶ͛Ɛ��ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ 

Removing Marshall's name from CSU law school misguided 

February 6, 2022  

If the law school down the street wants to change its name, so be it. But there should be good 
reasons for doing so. 

Chief Justice John Marshall wrote three great American Indian law opinions (the Marshall 
trilogy), and a lawyer who supports the name change, and who is quoted at length in 
"Cleveland-Marshall continues to grapple with name" (Crain's Jan. 24, 2022, edition), focuses 
on only one of them. (For what it's worth, that opinion in Johnson v. McIntosh largely restated a 
doctrine, the Doctrine of Discovery, that predated the United States and John Marshall. It's also 
a doctrine that arguably supports the id1o4 n 2(It)-2('s )8(also )]TJ ET Q q 0 0 612 792 re W* n BT 0 g   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT 0cA0   BT Clo 

https://www.crainscleveland.com/letters-editor/letter-editor-removing-marshalls-name-csu-law-school-misguided


https://www.cleveland.com/letters/2022/02/john-marshalls-legal-contributions-tower-over-all-other-considerations.html
https://www.cleveland.com/letters/2022/02/you-cant-teach-the-history-of-the-us-judicial-system-without-teaching-about-john-marshall.html


ZĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�:ĂŶ͘�Ϯϵ��ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů��ŽĂƌĚ�ZŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞ�;͞^ŚŽƵůĚ��^h�ĚƌŽƉ�:ŽŚŶ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�

ůĂǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͛Ɛ�ŶĂŵĞ͍͟Ϳ͕�ůĞƚ�ŵĞ�ďŽƌƌŽǁ�Ă�ůŝŶĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ds�ƐŚŽǁ��ĂƚƚůĞƐƚĂƌ�'ĂůĂĐƚŝĐĂ͗�tŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�

frack is wrong with you people? 

 

John Marshall is arguably the most important chief justice in the history of the court, 

credited with increasing its power and relevance in a still young, developing United States. 

zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ũƵĚŝĐŝĂů�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�

John Marshall. 

Yes, he owned slaves, and yes, slavery was and is wrong. But many of the Founding Fathers 
were slave owners. Do the members of the roundtable in favor of removing the Marshall 
name want to tear down the Washington Monument or the Jefferson Memorial, or rename 
every building that bears their names? 

Honestly, this craziness that some of us warned about 30 years ago actually discourages 
qualified people from going into law, education and government. 

Tom Blackford, 

Shaker Heights 

Full Text Link - Cleveland.com  

Cleveland State University॓s Law School Named for a Slaveholder Should 

Not Be City CŽƵŶĐŝů॓Ɛ Concern 

�8�S�G�D�W�H�G�����)�H�E������������������ �����������������D���P�����_���3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����)�H�E�����������������������������������D���P����

By Justice B. Hill, Cleveland.com  

Cleveland, Ohio ʹ With all the issues that dog our city, Cleveland City Council took on one that, 

frankly, ought to be left to others.  

On the urging of Councilman Kevin Conwell, its loudest voice, City Council approved a 

meaningless resolution last month that called for removing the name John Marshall from the 

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University.  

The reason?  

Marshall, the fourth chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, was a slaveholder.  

Before a vote on the resolution, Conweůů�ƉƵƚ�ŵǇ�ƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͛Ɛ�ŶĂŵĞ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ǁĞůů͕�

ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƌĞĨůĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ŵŝŶĞ�ĚŽ͗�͞tĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ͕�ĂƐ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�

�ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĨŝŐŚƚ�ƚŚŝƐ͘͟ 

https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2022/02/city-councils-priorities-should-not-include-pressing-cleveland-state-university-to-drop-slaveholders-name-from-law-school-justice-b-hill.html


,Ğ͛Ɛ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͘�,Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞůůŽǁ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝůŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀ



Justice B. Hill grew up on the city’s East Side. He practiced journalism for more than 25 years 

before settling into teaching at Ohio University. He quit May 15, 2019, to write and globetrot. 

He’s doing both.  

 

Full text link ʹ Cleveland.com  

We must be fearless in teaching and speaking the truth about our past, 
and today: Thomas Kim Hill 

�8�S�G�D�W�H�G�����)�H�E�����������������������������������D���P�����_���3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����)�H�E�����������������������������������D���P����

CLEVELAND - It is good news that the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law is considering a 
name change. We now all know John Marshall was a slave owner, as were many other 
Founding Fathers, like George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. 

https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2022/02/we-must-be-fearless-in-teaching-and-speaking-the-truth-about-our-past-and-today-thomas-kim-hill.html


there were security guards at every entrance. Things got back to normal and we finished the 
school year successfully. 
 
Not to give the wrong impression, I must say that I have good memories from those years.  

The principals and teaching staff were almost all Black, and they were supportive o


